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THE NEW CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE 


J. H. OLDHAM 


The most significant thing which 
resulted from the consideration of 
the Christian Message by the In- 
ternational Missionary Council at 
Jerusalem was that the attention 
of the Church was directed in a 


losing their hold on the minds of 
educated men. Though the num- 
ber of those affected as yet by the 
new outlook is small relatively to 


the masses of the population, those 
who are so affected are the leaders 
of the national life and are direct- 
ing the forces which are reshaping 
that life. 


any adequate way. Unless we can 
meet it more effectively, the mis- 
sionary movement will lose touch 
with the most vital happenings in 


Published at 23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 


— — — — — — — 


November, 1929 


— — — — — 


The New Christian Adven- 


Burdens 


more werful wa than ever We are witnessing a fact of im- . 
before a fresh . task. mense significance in the life of ture—J. H. Oldbam 
There was in connection with the the world—the coming into exis- 
meeting at Jerusalem no com- —＋ of a ——— 15 — 2. N. C. C. Administrative 
mission on unoccupied fields, as e same materia! basis in appli 
there was in — for the science, and the growth among the Committee Meeting 
World Missionary Conference in educated classes throughout the 
Edinburgh in 1910. But the world, notwithstanding differences |} 3. Five Year Movement 
meeting at Jerusalem did none the of race and —— — of | 
less most arrestingly call attention ® common oOUtNIOOK and common | 
to a vast, important field, which, attitude to life. j 4 The Kingdom of God Cam- 
while it cannot be described as un- ‘ch “om I paign in Japan 
oceupied, has certainly not yet This outlook, which may 
been entered with a fraction of the described as that of secular | 11 
energy, faith, courage, and resour- . Christianity 
ces that are required. nen Chelation Council Meeting 
What the meeting at Jerusalem religious systems. It is no mere 

recognized with far greater vivid- academic theory or speculative [|| 6. American Board Transfer 
ness than any previous missionary philosophy. It is intimately asso- of Work 
conference was the significance of ciated with the creative forces of 
the rapid spread throughout the the modern world. It is not a 
world of modern industrial civiliza- body of traditional beliefs, to 7. Church of Christ and Co- 
tion, based on the application of which men pay an outward and — 9 
the results of scientific enquiry to respectful homage while their real operating une 
the increase of wealth and welfare. interests lie elsewhere. What we 
and dominated by the scientific have to reckon with is the assump- 8. Notes and Comments 
outlook. Under the impact of tions underlying and. bound up 
these powerful new forces existing with the living forces which are 
social systems are undergoing here and now building up the 9. Movements of Secretaries 
sweeping transformations and are world in which we live. 
threatened with dissolution. The 10. Publications 
traditional religions are revealing This is the challenge which the 

2 themselves as inadequate to meet Christian Church has to meet, and 

the changed situation and are it is not at present being met in 11. Bear Ye One Another’s 


—, f 
— — — 
| — | | 
| 
| CONTENTS 
| | 
| 
| 
* 
\ 
‘ 
| 
oe 


2 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


the world today and with the 
forces which are affecting most 
profoundly the lives and thoughts 
of men and the conditions in which 
they live. 


In any attempt to describe in 
summary fashion the situation 
with which we have to deal, two 
things have to be borne in mind. 
The first is that no single state- 
ment, still less any brief summary, 
can include all that is involved in 
the arduous struggle to hold and 
assert the Christian view of life 
and the world against the rival 
view of secularism. In dealing 
with these questions there is no 
danger which it is more important 
to avoid than that of being satis- 
fied with cheap and easy solutions 
— carried away by catch phrases. 

eal help can be given only by 
those who at the cost of pain and 
suffering have entered deep into 
the heart of the problem, who have 
felt in their souls the full force 
of the opposing view. It is not 
glib and fluent exposition that is 
wanted, but the contribution, how- 
ever halting, of those who have 
thought deeply and bear in their 
persons the scars of the conflict. 


Secondly we must bear in mind 
that we have to do not merely with 
the old controversies, in which the 
Church has always been engaged, 
in regard to a theistic and Chris- 
tian view of the world. That still 
remains a fundamental issue. 
But there are certain features in 
the present situation which give it 
an altogether new gravity. 


It is true that the intellectual 
climate today is on the whole more 
favorable to Christian belief than 
it was in the previous century. 
The older dogmatism of natural 
science is being repudiated by the 
scientists themselves. But where- 
as in previous generations it was 
the relatively few highly educated 
and serious minds that had their 
faith undermined by the new 
knowledge, today the assumptions 
underlying the secular attitude to 
life are through the universities in 
all countries being communica 
to successive generations 
students and through hooks, 


magazines and the press permeat- 
ing the general mind. The signi- 
ficant fact is that the masses, and 
not merely the thoughtful few, are 
today being exposed to what a 
recent writer has called “the acids 
of modernity.” 


Again, the secular view, as has 
already been said, presents itself 
to men not simply as one of several 
rival philosophies, but as the ex- 
planation and interpretation of the 
creative forces of their actual 
world. It possesses all the pres- 
tige derived from the dazzling 
achievements of natural science. 
It finds allies in the new oppor- 
tunities of enjoyment and the new 
avenues to wealth and power 
which modern science has opened 
up and which have so powerful an 
attraction for the natural heart 
of man. 


With these considerations in our 
minds we may ask what are some 
of the main issues which secular 
civilization raises for Christian 
faith. 

In the first place, powerful and 
influential voices are proclaiming 
today that it is no longer possible, 
nor necessary, to believe in God, 
at least in any personal sense. In 
illustration two books out of many 
may be cited, which have had a 
wide circulation in Great Britain 
and America—H. G. Wells’ Open 
Conspiracy, and Walter Lipp- 
mann’s A Preface to Morals. 
Both books are concerned with the 
betterment of human society. 
Both are inspired by a serious and 
lofty purpose. Both maintain that 
the service of mankind needs the 
driving force of a religious motive. 
Both are agreed that it -is neces- 
sary to abandon belief in a per- 
sonal God. Mr. Lippmann asserts 
that à fundamental choice is 
necessary; there must be a com- 
plete break with the theocratic 
idea, in order that the way may be 
clear for the only form of religion 
that is possible for the modern 
man. Mr. Wells is equally clear 
that religion in the future can only 
be the service of humanity, 
detached from any belief in a 
personal God. For this reason 
Christians, so long as they remain 


Christians, cannot be admitted as 
members of the Open Conspiracy. 


The achievements of modern 
science in the fields of physics, 
chemistry, and biology obscure for 
many the thought of God as a 
living foree in the world. The 
modern mind finds it difficult to 
reconcile the kind of world which 
science is revealing with faith in 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. There is a strong 
drift today in the direction of seek- 
ing to find the spiritual values of 
life in an anlaysis of the life and 
development of society. In wide 
circles this tendency has become 
dominant. To those who have 
come under its influence the idea 
of God appears unnecessary and 
irrelevant. Their attitude finds 
expression in such remarks as 
“The kind of God you have in 
mind is utterly negligible to me.” 


With this loss of belief in God 
goes the abandonment of belief in 
a divine purpose for the world, in 
any cosmic siginficance of human 
life and conduct, in personal im- 
mortality, in prayer and worship, 
and in the providential ordering 
of the life of individuals and of so- 
ciety. It needs but little reflec- 
tion to realize how immense are 
the spiritual values which thus 
disappear from human life. 


Again, the scientific method re- 
lies on experiment, and it is there- 
fore natural for those who live 
in a world in which the application 
of the scientific method has 
brought about such dazzling trans- 
formations to look to experiment 
in individual and social condust 
as the supreme means of discover- 
ing truth. The modern temper is 
in revolt against authority. It is 
necessary for us to explain and 
vindicate the grounds on which as 
Christians, we accept Jesus as 
Lord and Master, as arbiter in 
matters of conduct and our guide 
in life. We have to show in what 
sense He is an authority, and in 
doing that we have to meet the 
difficulties which have been raised 
in connection with the accuracy 
and trustworthiness of the his- 
torical record. * fade 


ꝶ6!!n! 

| 
| 


— — 


— — 


5 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 3 


This means that we need to find 
an entirely new approach in pre- 
senting the Gospel to those im- 

rtant and growing classes, in 
West and East alike, who have 
come under the influence of the 
modern scientific temper. The 
presentation of Christianity in the 
past has been in the main on an 
authoritarian basis. It has been 
an exposition of the teaching of 
the Bible and of the Church. This 
has been natural since Christianity 
rests on a historical foundation. 
If the historically given element 
in Christianity is surrendered or 
ignored, there is little left of what 
Christianity has meant to genera- 
tions of men and women in the 
past. But however strongly we 
hold and believe this, it is still nec- 
essary to recognize that a new 
approach is needed to the classes 
we are considering. In the past 
we have been addressing audiences 
uninfluenced in the main by the 
“acids of modernity,” whose con- 
science was on our side. Today 
the conscience of the large classes 
who stand outside the Church, or 
at least their sense of truth, is 
against us. They sincerely ques- 
tion our authorities and our as- 
sumptions. 


We have to do here with a state 
of mind on which the mere re- 
assertion of our religious convic- 
tions will have little effect. To 
illustrate from an analogous case, 
there have been times in recent 
years when Englishmen in meet- 
ing with groups of Indians or of 
Chinese have found that nothing 
could be gained by pressing their 
point of view. The truth of what 
they wanted to say may have ap- 
peared to them scarcely less dis- 
putable than the proposition that 
two and two make four, but the 
minds of those whom they were 
addressing were closed by a funda- 
mental distrust against any- 
thne that came from them. 
The chasm which separa- 
ted the two points of view 
had first to be bridged before there 
could be any progress. Similarly 
in the situation we are now con- 
sidering there is a chasm between 
the presuppositions on the two 


sides which has to be bridged. 
Before we can preach the Gospel 
we have to get inside the minds of 
those whom we desire to reach, to 
start where they are. Only when 
we have made that contact, can we 
hope to bring them to see what 
Christ means to us. 


In the third place—and perhaps 
this is the most important task of 
all—we have to show to the mod- 
ern worid what the Christian life 
really means. The great difficulty 
here is the complexity of modern 
life. The civilization which has 
grown up as the result of applied 
science is largely and in- 
creasingly impersonal, The re- 
lations between human beings have 
become so complex, impersonal 
forces have come to dominate hu- 
man society to such an extent, that 
ethical action has become increas- 
ingly difficult. Vital Christianity 
finds its expression in personal 
goodness. In the simpler condi- 
tions of an earlier society a man’s 
goodness could be exhibited over 
practically the whole range of his 
activities and relations. But in 
the more complex conditions of the 
Great Society, in a great part— 
perhaps the larger part—of the 
activities in which a man is en- 
gaged it is not possible for him to 
manifest his goodness in the same 
way, inasmuch as the conditions 
do not permit him to be good alone. 
He is compelled to act with others. 
In this impersonal modern society 
personality tends to be dwarfed. 
Christianity is a religion of per- 
sonality, and if it is to be a vital 
force in the world today we can- 
not escape the necessity of work- 
ing to bring about a state of so- 
ciety in which personality has a 
larger opportunity of expression 
than in the society of today. 


When we ask what is needed to 
meet the difficulties we have been 
considering it is plain that the 
fundamental need is for a new 
adventure in Christian living, a 
fuller and richer manifestation of 
Christian life. Even in the matter 
of theism, philosophical argument 
will carry us only a little way in 
helping men to a full and rich the- 


istic faith. What makes it pos- 
sible for men to believe in God is 
the evidence of lives that are root- 
ed deeply in the unseen world, 
“whose loves in higher loves en- 
dure.“ Nothing is going to con- 
vince the world of the truth of 


Christianity except Christlike 
lives. 


It has already been pointed out 
that the formidable nature of the 
challenge of secular civilization to 
Christianity arises from the fact 
that the secular view of life is 
associated so closely with the re- 
alities of life and the activities that 
are creating the modern world. 
The challenge can be met only by 
something that is felt to be equally 
real. Secular civilization is suc- 
cessfully subduing to its purposes 
the forces of nature. It is en- 
abling men to cross the oceans, to 
conquer the air, to open up deserts, 
to make things grow where noth- 
ing grew before, to improve the 
breeds of plants and animals, to 
stamp out diseases and to engage 
in a multitude of other efforts of 
which the results are indubitably 
real. In a world in which men 
are living in such close touch with 
realities, in which they find nature 
responding in real fashion to their 
efforts, the only religion which can 
appeal to them is one which has 
the same sense of reality. 


It can hardly be questioned that 
current religion does not in the 
main convey this sense of reality. 
For many people in the churches 
religion is largely an adornment of 
life, a relaxation similar to that 
which is derived from listening to 
good music, and from attendance 
at church men turn back to the in- 
terests and activities of real life. 
The problem is how religion can 
be made as real to men as the prac- 
tical affairs of modern life. 


It is necessary, on the one hand, 
to define more clearly the Christian 
attitude towards the values of sec- 
ular civilization. These have little 
place or recognition in the New 
Testament. Yet few Christians 
would feel it to be inconsistent 
with the spirit of Christ to recog- 
nize that many of the activities 
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and achievements of secular civili- 
zation represent genuine human 
values. A religion which is to be 
real to men must offer to them a 
religious interpretation of the 
activities in which most of their 
life is spent and of the ends to 
which their energies are in the 
main directed. In the Christian 
view the good things in secular 
civilization are God's gifts and are 
to be received thankfully at His 
hand. They should call forth our 
worship. We need today a Church 
that sanctifies the values of secular 
civilization by lifting them up into 
worship, a Church which seeks to 
make all genuinely creative act- 
ivity consciously, what it is un- 
consciously, an act of worship to 
God the Father. 


On the other hand, religion will 
prove its reality not only by giving 
a deeper spiritual meaning to the 
goods of secular civilization, but 
still more convincingly in its at- 
titude to the loss of them and in 
the voluntary surrender of them 
for higher ends. If there is one 
thing in the world that is indubit- 
ably real it is suffering. Baron 
von Hügel, one of the greatest 
Christians of our time, wrote to a 
friend who was in great pain, 
“When the attacks come to you, 
say to yourself, This is real, God 
is allowing me to taste a real ex- 
perience.” Suffering touches life 
to the quick. While men today 
are inclined to question the reality 
of current religion, they do not 
doubt the reality of Christ’s life. 
His hold over men rests on His 
willingness to pay the utmost price 
“In heroism, we feel,” as William 
James has said, “life’s supreme 
mystery is hidden.” Great as are 
the difficulties arising from the 
historical element in Christianity, 
its strength lies in this contact 
with concrete reality. Here in the 
world of time, in a human soul and 
body, evil in all its blackness was 
met and overcome. Here we touch 
the depths of reality. If the new 
Christian adventure is going to 
mean anything, if it is going to 
achieve anything, it will bring us 
sooner or later to the Cross, and 
acceptance of the Cross will be the 


supreme proof that our religion is 
real. 


While the answer to the chal- 
lenge of secular civilization must be 
first and foremost a new adventure 
of life, the adventure must 
include an adventure of the mind. 
It can be an adventure of the 
whole personality only if the 
Christian life is accompanied by a 
reflective interpretation of the im- 
plication of that life; and if this 
interpretation is to reach those 
large classes who stand aloof from 
the Church, it must be given in 
language which is familiar to them 
and which they can understand. 
While the witness of Christian 
lives is more potent than any in- 
tellectual statements, clear intellec- 
tual statement in the full light of 
modern knowledge is necessary to 
remove those inhibitions which 
hold men back from embarking on 
the Christian adventure, lest by so 
doing they should sacrifice their 
intellectual honesty and turn their 
backs on the realities of life, which 
all that is best in them tells them 
they must frankly and fearlessly 
face. It is impossible that those 
who have the popular ear should 
proclaim widely and insistently 
that Christian belief is irreconcil- 
able with modern knowledge, 
without an intellectual climate 
being created in which it is 
hard for Christian faith 
to remain robust and vigorous. 
We cannot have a world conquer- 
ing Christianity, so long as the 
Christian mind is divided against 
itself, and men try to keep their 
belief in God in a compartment of 
their mind, while with the rest of 
their mature they share in the ac- 
tivities of a society based on as- 
sumptions that leave no place for 
Him. If the Church is to fulfil its 
world mission it is necessary to 
meet far more boldly than is now 
being done the challenge of secular 
civilization. 


The challenge is not at present 
being adequately met. The books 
that are needed to answer the ques- 
tions in men’s minds are not being 
produced in sufficient numbers nor 
of sufficient quality. The general 


public of thoughtful readers will 
find far more books that deserve to 
be read written from the stand- 
point of scientific humanism than 
they will find expositions of the 
Christian view written out of the 
same intimate contact with the 
realities of the world today. 
There is a great task to be under- 
taken by Christian thinkers—not 
as an isolated effort but as an 
integral part of a new adventure 
of life and of a deepening of 
spiritual experience on the part of 
the whole Church. 


The question arises, therefore, 
whether it is within the province 
of the International Missionary 
Council to take any steps to 
further an effort of this nature. 
The task is clearly one that reaches 
far beyond the scope of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. The 
members of the Council are not for 
the most part equipped to con- 
tribute to its fulfilment. It is a 
task that can be carried out only 
by the leading Christian minds in 
the Church—by the theologians, 
philosophers, and scientists. Yet 
there are two reasons why the 
International Missionary Council 
cannot escape or evade these 
issues, and it may have its own 
small but necessary contribution to 
make to the fulfilment of the task. 


In the first place the Council is 
concerned with the work of the 
Church in non-Christian lands, and 
these questions lie at the heart of 
the missionary task. We cannot 
achieve our missionary purpose 
without dealing with them. If we 
should neglect them we should be 
committing the grave, perhaps 
irreparable, strategic mistake of 
deserting the main front—what 
was known in the war as the 
western front—to spend our 
strength on subsidiary campaigns 
that have less importance for the 
ultimate result. 


One of the most significant re- 
sults of the meeting at Jerusalem 
was to bring out clearly that the 
missionary movement is facing a 
new era. It is ceasing to be 
primarily an undertaking of the 


foreign mission ‘boards of the 


| 

7 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 5 


Western Churches. That does not 
mean that the work of those 
boards is diminishing in im- 
portance. A great reénforcement 
of their resources in personnel and 
funds is necessary if the urgent 
tasks confronting the Church in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America 


are to be fulfilled. But their 
special and indispensable con- 


tribution is coming to be “seen as 
part of the common task of the 
Christian Church as it faces the 
problems of a unified world. 


What the meeting at Jerusalem 
made plain was that in the carry- 
ing out of the world mission of the 
Church there are some tasks which 
are necessary for the fulfilment of 
that mission but which are beyond 
the resources of the foreign 
mission boards as at present 
organized. To carry out these 
tasks the resources of the Chris- 
tian missionary movement must be 
enlarged. It may be that the 
chief function of such a body as 
the International Missionary Coun- 
cil is to help in this transition 

riod. There must be some such 

y which can go to the Christian 
thinkers throughout the world and 
say to them “The world mission of 
Christianity is something much 
bigger than what even those of us 
who have been carrying on the 
work of the Church in non- 
Christian countries have hitherto 
thought. We have come to see 
that it makes demands which you 
alone can meet. You must come 
in and help.” If the meeting at 
Jerusalem meant anything, it 
meant that to carry out the task 
of the Church in the world today 
far larger resources are needed 
than are at present available. 
Those must become deeply com- 
mitted to the fulfilment of the 
world mission of Christianity who 
have not hitherto regarded it as 
their special concern, and who can 
serve in other ways than in the 
administration of the foreign 
missionary movement. We must 
look beyond the limits of the 
present supporting constituency of 
foreign missions and draw in all 
_kinds of new forces. There can 
no longer be any question that in 


the world in which we find our- 
selves. today the task of the 
Church is one, and that that task 
is the concern and business of the 
whole Church. 


A second reason why the Inter- 
national Missionary Council must 
concern itself with the questions 
we have been considering is that 
it is the demands of the world 
situation that above everything 
else can rouse the Church from 
complacency and lethargy to fresh 
efforts to fulfil its world mission. 
As representing the agencies 
which are most directly in touch 
with conditions in the  non- 
Christian world, the International 
Missionary Council is in a sense 
the trustee of the idea of the world 
mission of Christianity. With the 
knowledge we have of the world 
situation we want to approach new 
groups — not only Christian 
scholars and theologians, but lay- 
men, schoolmasters, and similar 
groups. In approaching these 
groups we do not want to make 
the traditional missionary appeal; 
we do not want to ask merely or 
primarily for their support of the 
organized missionary movement. 
Our appeal is wider than that. 
We want to say to them, “This, as 
we understand it, is the world 
situation with which Christianity 
is faced. How, in your own dis- 
tinctive sphere, can you help to 
meet it?” We want to say for 
example to a group of school- 
masters, “You are engaged in 
training the youth of the nation. 
How far is what you ‘are doing 
directed towards the development 
of persons who are equipped to 
help the Christian cause in the 
world of today?” This is a much 
more fundamental and far- 
reaching question than the obtain- 
ing of increased support for the 
organized missionary movement. 
If a right solution of it is found, 
a solution of the other question 
will be found also. The approach 
to other groups would be on 
similar lines. 


A beginning in the approach to 
Christian scholars and theologians 
has been made in Great Britain in 
a conference held in York. This 


— — 


needs to be followed up in all 


countries. We must endeavor to 
best 


get inte touch with the 
Christian minds throughout the 
world, and we must pray that God 
will raise up more Christian 
thinkers of the first quality. We 
must put before them the demands 
of the present world situation and 
appeal to them to take a larger, 
more active and more direct part 
in the world task of the Church 
and devote their talents and their 
genius to helping the Church in 
meeting the world-wide challenge 
of secular civilization. 


MEETING OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


Twenty of the thirty members of 
the Administrative Committee of 
the National Christian Council 
met in Shanghai October 3rd to 
Sth, primarily in order to con- 
sider what are the next steps the 
Council should take in connection 
with the Five Year Movement. 
The desire that any step taken 
should be in line with the will of 
its constituency led to the holding 
of this meeting at this time rather 
than in February 1930, as origin- 
ally planned. 


The delegates to the meeting in- 
cluded members from North, 
Central and South China as well as 
those resident in East China. A 
summary of the developments in 
regard to this movement since 
the Hangchow meeting was pre- 
sented. The statement covered 
both the official actions of in- 
dividual church groups and other 
bodies, and opinions gathered in 
conferences and through corres- 
pondence with delegates to the 
Regional Conferences and to the 
Hangchow meeting. The actions 
of the Administrative Committee 
in regard to the Five Year Move- 
ment will be found elsewhere in 
this Bulletin. 


The International Missionary Council 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng reported on the 
meeting of the Committee of the 
International Missionary Council 
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held at Williamstown, Mass., in 
July. The following actions aris- 
ing out of this report were taken: 


“The Administrative Committee 
of the National Christian Council 
having heard a report by Dr. C. Y. 
Cheng of the meeting of the I.M.C. 
at Williamstown, passed the fol- 
lowing resolutions :— 


“(1) The National Christian 
Council of China rejoices in the 
progress that has been made in 
the closer drawing together of the 
Christians of all lands through the 
Jerusalem Meeting itself and 
through the wide circulation and 
study of the reports of that meet- 
ing. 


“(2) The Council is glad to note 
the further steps taken to establish, 
in connection with the I. M. C., a 
Bureau of Social and Economie 
Research at Geneva, and is pre- 
pared to cooperate with that Com- 
mittee in furnishing information 
regarding conditions in China. 


“(3) The Council heard with 
gratitude and thanksgiving of the 
serious attention given at the 
ILM. C. meeting to Christian work 
in China and especially the deep 
interest manifested in the Five 
Year Movement and in the pro- 
posals of our Annual Meeting for 
an enlarged program of Christian 
literature. 


“The Council is deeply grateful 
for promised help in the Five Year 
Movement and trusts that our 
fellow Christians in other lands 
will join with us in prayer for 
God's guidance and blessing upon 
this movement, that it may result 
in a mighty work of His Spirit in 
our midst. 


“We further express our satis- 
faction in their recognition of the 
members. of the I.M.C., “that the 
time has come for a radical re- 
consideration of the existing plans 
of the Boards for making pro- 
vision both for finance and per- 
sonnel, as well as for more 
practical methods of production 


and circulation of Christian litera- 
ture.”’ 


“We approve of the proposals 
that there should be a thorough- 
going study of the whole enter- 
prise for Christian literature in 
China, and shall greatly welcome 
such help as can be given in this 
undertaking through the good 
offices of the I.M.C. 


“(4) The Council is happy to 
learn of the probability of Dr. 
Kenyon S. Butterfield being free to 
come to China in the fall of 1930, 
and hereby desires through the 
I. M. C. to express its appreciation 
of the proposed visit, which we 
regard as exceedingly important 
just at this juncture. 


“(5) The Council is glad to 
learn that there is a good prospect 
that Dr. A. L. Warnshuis, Secre- 
tary of the LM.C., and Mr. 
Kenneth Maclennan, Secretary of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Conference of Missionary Societies 
of Great Britain and Ireland, may 
be able to visit China in the near 
future. The Council desires hereby 
to extend to them through you its 
assurance of a hearty welcome. 
We shall count upon receiving 
much help from their advice and 
shall on our part be glad to render 
them any assistance that may be 
within our power. 


“(6) The Council notes and 
hereby places on record its ap- 
proval of the amendments to 
Articles 2 and 4 of the Con- 
stitution of the I. Ma. C. whereby 
changes are made in the names of 
the national organizations for 
Australia, the Philippine Islands, 
Western Asia and Northern 
Africa; the addition of the 
National Christian Council of 
Siam; and the giving of an extra 
seat on the Committee of the 
I. M. C. to the German Churches; 
also the fixing at one year of the 
term of office of the Council’s 
officers. | 


“(7) The National Christian 
Council approves of the idea that 
each of the National Christian 
Councils should make some con- 
tribution, however small, to the 
budget of the I.M.C., and hereby 
votes to include in its budget for 


the fiscal year April 1, 1930, to 
March 31, 1931, the sum of $500 
(Chinese currency) for this pur- 
pose.“ 


Relation of C. C. E. A. and N. C. C. 


During recent months com- 
munications received by the Coun- 


cil and the China Christian 
Educational Association from 
Missionary leaders in Great 


Britain and America have raised 
the question of the possible 
amalgamation of the two organiza- 
tions in the interest of economy. 
The proposals arose in the first 
instance in Great Britain in con- 
nection with correspondence re- 
garding a successor to Dr. Hodgkin 
on the Staff of the Council, and in 
view of the fact that an annual 
grant of Gold $12,000 for a three 
year period to the C. C. E. A. by the 
Institute of Social and Religious 
Research in New York came to an 
end this year, and was not renew- 
ed, owing to a change of policy on 
the part of the Institute itself. 
The withdrawal suddenly of so 
large a grant has naturally caused 
serious financial difficulties for the 
Educational Association, and it 
was the hope of friends abroad 
that the closer correlation or even 
amalgamation of the C.C.E.A. 
with the N.C.C. might make 
possible considerable economies. 


The question of the closer draw- 
ing together of the two organiza- 
tions was discussed, first by the 
Executive Committee of the C.C. 
E. A. and by the Administrative 
Committee of the N.C.C. separate- 
ly and then in a joint committee. 
Upon the report of the joint com- 
mittee the Administrative Com- 
mittee agreed that the amalgama- 
tion of the C.C.E.A. and the N.C.C. 
is not practicable nor desirable at 
this time both because the C.C.E.A. 
is a voluntary association of in- 
dividuals and could not, therefore, 
well become a department of a 
body officially appointed by 
churches and national organiza- 
tions, and because the demands 
upon the N.C.C. for an enlarged 
work in connection with the Five 
Year Movement and the impor- 
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tance of not weakening the staff 
of the C.C.E.A., make any sub- 
stantial reductions through such 
amalgamation at this time unlike- 


At the same time it was agreed 
that the situation in China makes 
desirable even closer relations 
between the two organizations 
than have existed in the past, and 
to this end it was recommended 
that the N.C.C. make the neces- 
sary constitutional amendment to 
continue the former practice by 
which the C.C.E.A. be entitied to 
appoint a representative (without 
vote) on the Administrative Com- 
mittee of the N.C.C., the N.C.C. 
still retaining the privilege of 
being represented by two non- 
voting members on the Executive 
of the C.C.E.A.: further that in 
connection with the Five Year 
Movement, there be appointed a 
committee of the N.C.C., part of 
the members of which shall be 
appointed by the C. C. E. A.:; and 
that the staffs of the N.C.C. and 
the C.C.E.A. arrange annually for 
one or two days’ conference to- 
gether in regard to matters of 
common interest. 


Christian Literature 


In view of the special emphasis 
given at the Hangchow Meeting to 
the subject of developing a more 
adequate program of Christian 
literature in China and the 
resolutions on the subject passed 
at the meeting of the Committee 
of the International Missionary 
Council at Williamstown, con- 
sideration was given to a proposal 
in the latter meeting that Mr. 
Lobenstine should be released from 
other duties to give the major part 
of his time to the working out of 
plans for the development of such 
a literature program. In view of 
the shortage of staff in the Coun- 
cil itself and the increased de- 
mands upon it by the Five Year 
Movement, this did not seem pos- 
sible. Mr. Lobenstine was, how- 
ever, asked to give as much time 
to the development of such a 
literature program as he may find 
possible in the light of his other 
work. 


The N. C. C. Budget 


Mr. Boynton presented to the 
meeting a statement prepared 
upon the basis of the published 
reports of a number of the mis- 
sionary societies, showing the 
annual per capita, gifts for church 
purposes of the churches establish- 
ed by these missions. These re- 
veal considerable differences in the 
per capita gifts of Christians in 
different parts of the country. 
The per capita gifts of members 
in South Fukien and Kiangsu and 
Kwangtung are much higher than 
those in other provinces. In 
South. Fukien the per capita an- 
nual gifts of the church established 
by four main societies range from 
$3.90 to $7.04, whereas the gifts 
in the northern parts of the pro- 
vince vary from $0.70 to $1.40 as 
shown in the following statement. 
There is a rather striking agree- 
ment between the different 
churches in the same area. The 
following figures while incomplete 
and referring only to ten of the 
larger missions, the published re- 
ports of which are available for 
the years 1922-1928, may be of 
interest: 


Ku. $2.20—$5.50;: Che. 81.74— 
83.50; S. Fu. $3.90—$7.04; N. 
Fu. $0.70—$1.40; Tung. $1.05— 
$4.70; Manchuria $1.77—$3.60; 
She. $0.25—3$0.28: Sha. 80.36— 
$1.50: Sung. $0.41—$0.80: Ho. 
80.40—81.30; Hu. $0.27—$1.70; 
Sze. $0.33—3$0.94. 


In order to have some basis of 
replying to member organizations 
which desire some indication of 
what would be their share of the 
budget of the N.C.C. the Executive 
Committee was authorized to 
„prepare figures to be given to 
contributing bodies at their re- 
quest as an indication of the con- 
tribution needed to cover the 
amounts budgeted from Chinese 
sources.“ 


In accordance with the decisions 
of the Hangchow Meeting and the 
actions of the Administrative 
Committee the Council is appeal- 
ing to Churches in China for 
510,000 (Silver) for the current 


<p 


budget of the Council and for a 
further amount for the Five 
Year Movement. | 


British Secretary of 
National Christian Council 


Negotiations regarding a suc- 
cessor to Dr. Henry T. Hodgkin on 
the Council’s Staff have not reached 
a stage where the Council is in a 
position to make any definite 
announcement in this regard. The 
matter was accordingly, of neces- 
sity, referred to the Executive 
Committee consisting of the East 
China members of the Committee, 
with power. 


Note re N. C. C. Executive Committee 


There is some confusion be- 
tween the terms used in Chinese 
and English for these two ad- 
interim committees of the National 
Christian Council. The Chinese 
text of the Constitution, which is 
the authoritative one, uses the 
reguiar term Chih Hsing Wei 
Yuen Hwei (#447 Ant) for the 
larger committee of thirty, and 
Chang Wu Wei Yuen Hwei ( 
% B ii @) for the sub-committee 
of the above. At present the 
English term for the smaller body 
is Executive Committee which cor- 
responds with the Chinese term 
for the committee of thirty. 


THE FIVE YEAR MOVEMENT 
Objectives 


1. The cultivation among Christians 
of a deeper knowledge of Christ, of a 
more intimate fellowship with Him, and 
of a more courageous following of Him 
in all the relationships of life. 


2. The carrying out of a vigorous 
evangelistic program in the hope that 
within the next five years the number 
of .Christians will at least be doubled. 


These objectives of the Five 
Year Movement as stated at Hang- 
chow seem to be generally accept- 
ally to the Council’s constituency. 
This is the conclusion reached 
by the Administrative Committee 
at its October meeting after re- 
viewing the information on the 


subject gathered by the members 
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themselves and by the staff through 
conference and correspondence. 


It is true that certain objections 
to the above statement of objec- 
tives have been voiced in a number 
of different quarters by those who 
‘are entirely sympathetic to the 
general aims of the movement. 
These are in the main: 


1. That the term “Five Year 
Movement” is unfortunate as it 
seems to some to imply that it is 
possible to set time limits within 
which great spiritual objectives 
are to be attained, and to ignore 
both the work of the past and that 
which will still remain to be done 
long after this Five Year Move- 
ment is over; that the work of the 
Kingdom is not to be done by 
“spurts,” but by the quiet, steady, 
patient, faithful daily work of 
Christians everywhere. 


2. That it savors too much of 
organization. “I do not like the 
word ‘program’ connected with 
the movement” writes one cor- 
respondent, “It is too suggestive 
of organization, and of all things 
when we seek the Spirit it must 
not be something arranged. The 
wind bloweth where it listeth.... 
So is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit.’ ” 


3. That the second objective 
sets a numerical goal, and that the 
rapid growth in the number of 
Church members, unless preceded 
by a work of the Spirit of God 
among the Christians themselves, 
would be disastrous. This posi- 
tion is stressed by Dr. H. F. Wal- 
lace in the October number of the 
“Chinese Recorder.” He says: 


“The problem immediately confronting 
the Church is the mass of the unin- 
structed within its own membership. 
There is the large number of the 
illiterate or half-literate, whose know- 
ledge of Christianity is necessarily con- 
fined to what they can pick up through 
the scanty amount of attention which 
they are able to give to the sermous 
which they hear on Sunday; and beyond 
these there is the large number who have 
never got far beyond the few foundation 
doctrines into which they were first 
initiated, and have never been brought 


to realize the wider meanings and ap- 
plications of Christianity. There is the 
large number of hereditary Christians, 
of the second and third generations, who 
have not had the spiritual experience 
which their fathers and mothers had of 
turning from idols to serve the living 
God, and have not found that in Chris- 
tianity which meets their experiences 
and their needs. The first necessity of 
the case is to help the average church 
members to realize what Christianity is, 
and what it implies for himself. The 
mistake which has vitiated much of our 
church policy in recent years has been 
the assumption that the Christianity of 
the average church member may be 
taken for granted.” 


And again: 

“The inability of great numbers of 
church members to read their Bibles 
with any understanding, the marked 
unwillingness of those who can read to 
give them any systematic study, the 
unconcern about the demands of the 
Christian ethic, the growing tendency to 
moral laxity, especially in matters 
relating to sex and marriage, the lack 
of the spirit of sacrifice and of volun- 
teers for the hard and obscure places in 
the field, the fear of opposition which 
has led to compromise with the spirit of 
the times and has cut the nerve of 
aggressive evangelism, the dissensions 
and strifes among brethren of the same 
communion which are paralyzing the 
Church everywhere,—much more seri- 
ously than those denominational divis- 
ins which we hear so much from some 
quarters—these are at least some of the 
tangled thickets through which the 
church must somehow find a way if it 


is to come out into a larger place.’ 


4. That there is danger of lead- 
ing Christians to rely on some 
new organization to solve their 
problems for them, rather than 
that they should tackle these prob- 
lems for themselves. In the 
past” writes Dr. Wallace again, 
“they have been waiting for com- 
mittees in Shanghai to solve their 
problems for them and bring them 
deliverance; they have become 
obsessed with the notion that 
messages of power and value can 
come only from the lips of those 
who have come from far places 
to deliver them, and they wait 


wistfully on them for inspiration. 
They have to learn that the win- 
dows of heaven are everywhere 
overhead and the channels of the 
spirit are straight as the arrows 
fly.“ 


That there is force in these ob- 
jections, and that there are cer- 
tain dangers in any effort to con- 
solidate the separated Christian 
forces for a united attack upon 
some of the churches’ greatest 
problems, was, of course, fully 
recognized both in the Regional 
Conferences of last Spring and in 
the Hangchow meeting of the 
National Christian Council. No 
term for such an effort is fully 
satisfactory. Even the Chinese 
term for the “China for Christ 
Movement” (Chung Hwa Hwei 
Chu) did not make clear who the 
Lord (Chu) was, and the move- 
ment was criticized by some non- 
Christians as an effort to capture 
China for some foreign master. 
Such objections as are raised 
above need to be frankly faced and 
guarded against, but should not 
be allowed to invalidate an effort 
on the part of Christian bodies to 
rally their forces and to fit them- 
selves for further advance. 


The Council would call the 
attention of all who read this 
Bulletin to the order in which the 
two objectives are stated, and that 
the cultivation of a deeper knowl- 
edge of God, a fellowship with 
Him in Christ and a more 
courageous following of Him in 
all the relationships of life, holds 
first place in the proposed move- 
ment—a movement which is not 
a substitute for the “China for 
Christ” movement, but merely a 
five year rally within that life- 
long endeavor. 


The Council is not unmindful 
of the needs within the present 
Christian body. The State of the 
Church was the first topic on the 
agenda of each of the Regional 
Conferences. The needs of Chris- 
tians themselves must be made the 
first endeavor. 


‘Bishop Duppuy of Hongkong 
has offered the suggestion that the 
several church bodies, after 
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Officially agreeing to cooperate in 
the Five Year Movement, might 
well devote the first year to “in- 
tensive work among the clergy 
and ministers; following this, by a 
similar period of work for the 
deepening of the spiritual life of 
ordinary church members.” And 
Bishop Birney writes: “We need 
first and foremost to bring minis- 
ters and members of the Church 
into a more conscious and com- 
pelling sense of the spiritual 
realities which are at the heart of 
Christianity—indeed, which are 
the real Gospel. This I deem by 
all odds the greatest need and at 
the same time the most difficult 
problem. Second, to bring to the 
laity of the Church a more com- 
manding sense of their respon- 
sibility and of their obligation to 
the Church—a consciousness that 
they, not the ministers, are the 
Church—and create in them by 
some means a more sacrificial 
attitude towards the Church and 
its work. A too prevalent attitude 
of the laity to-day is to accept help 
from the Church rather than to 
feel their obligation to it. I refer 
here not to money but to service. 
Glad and willing voluntary service 
in the actual work of the Church 
and Kingdom is appallingly scarce. 
Third: an early and greatly in- 
creased conviction on the part of 
both laity and ministers that by 
an unescapable law financial self- 
support is absolutely essential to 
any spiritual indigenization and 
the increased spiritual power of 
the Church. I sometimes feel that 
we have gone about as far in 
financial aid to the Church as we 
can safely go, and yet how to 
bring our financial help to a close 
in any Christian way or in justice 
to the Church is one of our great 
problems. Fourth: To begin at 
once a wisely organized and skil- 
fully directed and persistent effort 
to educate the people—adults, 
youth and children. By this 1 
refer to the appalling ignorance of 
the Church in China as to what 
Christianitv really is, its nature, 
its spirit, its purpose, its demands 
upon the individual and the com- 
munity, its significance for both 


of these, its origin, its Biblical 
history and its achievements, its 
real essentials in belief and 
practice, its fundamental relations 
to children and youth and how 
these relations may be consum- 
mated and perfected. There 
ought to be a well-laid plan that 
will involve several years of care- 
ful schooling of the Church itself. 
The ministry for the years im- 
mediately ahead should be made 
more of a teaching ministry than 
it now is. There again is the 
problem of teaching the teachers.” 


The cooperating bodies will no 
doubt find that in their work also 
the Five Year Movement will 
begin within the Christian group 
itself through the placing of 
primary emphasis upon the needs 
of Christians; but just as mis- 
sionaries did not wait in Europe 
and America until their own 
nations were fully Christianized, 
neither can the extension of the 
Kingdom in China wait until all 
Christian churches and institutions 
are fully Christian. An essential 
element in the deepening of the 
Christian life of the Christian 
communities will come to them in 
part at least, only as they share 
their experience of Christ with 
others. In no age have the 
churches ever stopped holding out 
a helping hand to others except at 
the peril of their own souls. 
There are thus those who feel 
“that the time is fully ripe for a 
wise, sustained, aggressive move- 
ment of evangelism. It is time 
that we should recover from the 
excessively negative attitude of 
the past few years.” 


Another correspondent, writ- 
ing from Hunan, says: 


“Some of our most enthusiastic 
revolutionists of two years, ago 
realize that the country is not 
going to be saved through political 
or military means, but through a 
deep spiritual revolution. There 
are those in the Church who were 
led away by their fervor who 
are now quite ready to come back 
and live an earnest Christian life. 
We need to salvage them—evange- 


lists; students who turned to the 
army because there was nothing 
else for them; and teachers who 
are out of jobs turning to any 
kind of government service and 
thereby losing contact with the 
local church and hesitant to join 
up somewhere else.“ 


The Administrative Committee 
of the Council voted accordingly to 
proceed to bring the proposals of 
the Annual Meeting officially to 
the attention of each of the bodies 
cooperating in the Council and of 
all other bodies not in the N. C. C. 
that wish to take part in this 
movement and to feel themselves 
at one with their fellow-Christians 
in this great endeavor. 


The Council's Part 


The Administrative Committee 
considered at some length the 
nature of the service which is 
desired of the Council in connec- 
tion with the movement. The 
Council is clear that the respon- 
sibility for the religious nurture 
of the Christian community and 
for the extension of the Kingdom 
in China rests in the churches and 
other Christian organizations and 
institutions themselves and not in 
the Council. It follows, therefore, 
that the responsibility for deter- 
mining what shall be the specific 
emphasis of any individual organ- 
ization rests with that body and 
not with the Council. 


The Administrative Committee, 
therefore, did not try to formulate 
any “program” to guide these 
bodies in deciding upon their 
emphasis in the work of the Five 
Year Movement. For the Council 
to do so would be to endeavor to 
do for these bodies what they 
manifestly must do for themselves 
if they are to put their best efforts 
into the movement. 


The Council’s service to its con- 
stituency should be: 


(1) To bring formally to the 
attention of all Christian bodies 
that are prepared to take part in 
the Five Year Movement the call 
as issued at Hangchow, and to 
endeavor to enlist their whole- 


| 


10 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


— — 


hearted cooperation in making 
these coming years really eventful 
in the life of the Christian move- 
ment in China through a great 
spiritual advance; and to help 
them see that their corporate fel- 
lowship in prayer and effort with 
Christians of other communions 
is an essential factor in attaining 
the results sought. 


(2) To serve as a link be- 
tween the several bodies and 
between different sections of the 
country, and as a clearing-house of 
information by making available 
to each the experience of the 
others. It was felt that this is 
probably one of the most useful 
services the N. C. C. can render 
— its office and secretarial 
staff. 


(3) To endeavor to see that 
the necessary literature is provid- 
ed and made accessible for the 
movement. 


(4) In addition to these ser- 
vices, which are quite generally 
desired, some go further and 
desire the Council to work out for 


them a program to be followed. 


The Council sees many and real 
objections to undertaking to do 
this. Were it to do so “the 
churches and other Christian 
bodies would simply be assisting 
the N. C. C. in carrying on an 
evangelistic campaign within their 
constituencies, whereas the need 
is that the N. C. C. should assist 
these bodies in doing this for 
themselves.“ There is also the 
extreme difficulty of agreeing upon 
any common program equally 
adapted to meet the needs of the 
churches and other Christian 
organizations in different parts of 
China, since they have reached 
e different stages of develop- 
ment. 


On the other hand, many 
Chinese pastors are eager that 
the Council should propose such a 
program for them to follow, and 
both Methodist Bishops now in 
China have stated very difinitely 
that the Mei I Mei Hwei wishes 
just such concrete proposals from 
the Council. They desire that the 


Council should give their Church a 
lead as to those matters which the 
Council, from its wider outlook 
and contacts throughout the coun- 
try, considers as most needing 
emphasis at the present time, and 
on which other churches are like- 
ly to concentrate their attention. 


Six Emphases 


A review of the opinions of 
N. C. C. delegates and others, and 
actions of Christian bodies in 
regard to the Five Year Move- 
ment, already reported to the 
Council, convinced the Adminis- 
trative Committee that there is a 
general consensus of opinion that 
the following six emphases should 
be brought to the attention of the 
cooperating bodies for their con- 
sideration in determining on their 
own course of action. The Com- 
mittee accordingly decided to in- 
clude these six items in the official 
letter being sent to these bodies. 
The Committee also decided to 
appoint a standing committee on 
each of these subjects. 

These are:— 


(1) To endeavor to secure on 
the part of all cooperating in the 
Five Year Movement efforts to 
improve greatly the religious 
education of the Church through 
the use of the pulpit, the Sunday 
School, the home and the Chris- 
tian school. In regard to no 
aspect of the Church’s work is the 
need felt to be greater than in this 
field of religious education. It is 
most earnestly hoped that each 
body will take the necessary steps 
to bring about such improvement, 
since on it hinges to so large an 
extent the very life of the Church. 


It has been suggested that one 
means for enlisting more and 
more serious study of the Bible 
would be to endeavor to enlist 
the entire membership of the 
Church in a fresh and very 
thorough study of the life and 
teachings of Jesus as they are set 
forth in the Gospels, making full 
use of the fact that the year 1930 
is the nineteen hundredth anniver- 
sary of the beginning of the 
public ministry of Our Lord. 


(2) Definite steps to overcome 
illiteracy amongst Church mem- 
bers. Without this the develop- 
ment of a spiritual, working 
church is acknowledged by all to 
be extremely difficult, if not im- 
possible. Illiteracy is still very 
common among church members, 
and no comprehensive efforts on a 
nation-wide scale are being taken 
to overcome it. 


Great interest has been aroused 
in China during the past few 
years in the popular education 
movement through the use of 
approximately one thousand char- 
acters. The hope has been ex- 
pressed by many that through 
this method, or some other, each 
church will set for itself a 
standard of 100 per cent. literacy 
for its church membership. (In 
limited areas of North China both 
the National and the Wang Chao 
phonetic systems are being suc- 
cessfully used, and along the 
South East coast a limited amount 
of Romanized). Dr. Courtenay 
Fenn has transcribed the Gospel 
of St. Mark in approximately 1,200 
characters, and we understand 
that work on Matthew and Luke 
is well along. There is already a 
considerable amount of teaching 
material in the thousand charac- 
ters, and more will soon be in 
preparation. 


(3) Sustained efforts to make 
the family, to a far larger extent 
than is true at present, the unit 
of Christian endeavor, so that 
Christian families, rather than 
individual Christians, would in- 
creasingly constitute the member- 
ship of the Church; also that 
every possible effort should be 
made to encourage family religion 
and to Christianize family life. 


(4) That far more serious 
thought and care should be given 
on the part of church and educa- 
tional authorities to problems of 
the youth; both those who are the 
children of Christians and those 
who are not but who are coming 
under Christian influence in 
Christian schools. The Church 
hardly realizes as yet the extent 


to which the future success of the 
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Christian movement in China 
depends upon dealing promptly 
and successfully. with this element 
of the Church’s constituency. 


(5) That there should be great- 
ly increased em, hasis on Christian 
stewardship, so that the Church 
should, during this five year 
period, become financially far 
more self-dependent than at the 
present time, and that Christians 
generally should be helped to a 
clearer understanding of the 
obligations for service which are 
theirs because they are Christians. 


(6) Earnest effort to extend to 
others the benefits of the Chris- 
tian religion through personal 
evangelism, and, through such 
other methods as may be found 
desirable, in the hope that within 
five years the number of Chris- 
tians will be doubled. 


These six emphases are aill 
summed up in the phrase: 
„Better Christians and more of 
them.“ This is a goal with which 
there are none that are not in 
fullest sympathy. The problem is 
not to convince others that these 
things are good and worth while, 
but to get a sufficient degree if 
cooperation and concentration of 
effort to accomplish something 
really worth while. 


'The Next Steps 


The first step is undoubtedly to 
get the official cooperation of each 
important church and mission 
body in the Five Year Movement. 
The Administrative Committee is 
accordingly addressing each of 
the cooperating bodies, urging 
that they express themselves 
officially on the proposals for the 
Movement and take the necessary 
steps to make effective within 
their own bodies such measures 
as they may decided upon, setting 
aside for the work those of their 
number best qualified to under- 


take this work, and making the 


necessary financial and other 
provisions to enable them to carry 
it to success. 


The Council is firmly of the 
opinion that, if the movement is 


* 


to be successful, all of the larger 
bodies, at least, will need to free 
from their regular duties certain 
of the ablest and most influential 
members of their staffs so as to 
enable them to devote their full 
time to the F. Y. M. within their 
own constituencies. No great 
advance along any one of the lines 
of emphasis proposed above is 
likely to result merely from the 
passing of resolutions. Advance 
will come, if at all, only through 
much concentrated effort of many 
persons throughout China, suf- 
ficiently free from other duties 
and routine work, to enable them 
to devote their full energies to the 
specific aspect of the movement 
with which they have been asked 
to deal. 


Lecal and Regional Organizations 


How far there will be need of 
regional organizations to supple- 
ment the work of the denomina- 
tions and other Christian organiza- 
tions, remains to be seen. 


The pastor of one of the largest 
New York churches stated some 
years ago “that, owing to their 
many denominational divisions, 
the Protestant churches were un- 
able to cope in an adequate way 
with the problem of the larger 
cities of America. Their im- 
potence was in strong contrast 
with the Roman Catholic Church, 
and was not due so much to 
theological or other differences as 
to their inability to plan together 
and to secure prompt and united 
action.“ 


The steps already taken this 
autumn by the Shanghai pastors 
to get together and to make united 
plans for this Five Year Move- 
ment, and their efforts to bring 
into existence some sort of effec- 
tive bond between the membership 
of their several congregations, is 
indicative of their sense of need 
for a wider Christian fellowship 
in Shanghai than that of their 
individual denominations. City 
federations have not thus far 
flourished very long in most cities 
in China in which they have been 
started. May it not be true that 


the F. Y. M. will be the occasion 
of reviving organizations of this 
kind which have already existed, 
and of creating new ones, thus 
bringing about more effective 
united planning of work for the 
larger cities? Such organizations 
will not relieve the church authori- 
ties of their primary respon- 
sibility, but may prove very valu- 
able auxiliaries. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD CAMPAIGN 
IN JAPAN 1930-1932 


Dr. Wm. Axling, Secretary of 
the National Christian Council of 
Japan, writes: 


“The Kingdom of God Campaign 
is still in the preparatory stage. 
The next step is to mobilize the 
pastors and church members and 
get this campaign into their 
hearts, prayers and programs of 
activity. As a means to that end 
a prospectus has been drawn up 
and 10,000 copies of Japanese and 
4,000 in English have been printed 
and are being distributed among 
pastors, key laymen and mission- 
aries. One million handbills will 
also be broadcasted across Japan 
some time this Fall, challenging 
the attention of every Christian 
and interested person in the 
Empire, and appealing for their 
cooperation. 


There is also a plan to hold in 
the near future a National Con- 
ference on Evangelism for the pur- 
pose of kindling the fires of 
evangelistic fervor, creating a 
spirit of cooperation and training 
lay preachers. Mr. Kagawa has 
set the goal of securing 5,000 lay 
preachers who in every section of 
Japan will give freely of their 
time to evangelize their friends 
and fellow townspeople. 


The celebration of the Seventieth 
Anniversary of the Opening of 
Protestant Missions in Japan will 
be held in connection with the 
Annual Meeting of the Council in 
November. Missionaries and 
Japanese pastors who have served 
for fifty years or more will be 
given special recognition. It is 
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hoped to make this anniversary 
occasion evangelistic in spirit and 
influence and to make it contribute 
mightily to furthering the work 
of the Kingdom of God Cam- 
paign.“ 


In view of the Five Year Move- 
ment in China, this prospectus of 
what Christian friends in Japan 
are planning will doubtless be of 
interest to many in China and is 
given here in full. 


“SETTING A GOAL OF ONE MILLION 
CHRISTIANS 


I. The Establishment of the Kingdom 
of God in Japan 


Japan the land of the gods, God's 
country! This is our prayer, our 
slogan, and our goal. Our Japan 
is in distress. Our Japan has lost 
her way. Man’s distress however 
is God’s opportunity. Man’s per- 
plexity is God’s challenge. 


Distressed Japan is a humble 
Japan. Perplexed Japan is a 
changeable Japan. Self-satisfac- 
tion and pride are swiftly dis- 
appearing. The sound of the 
breaking away of the husks of the 
nation’s thinking and of its life 
echoes gloomily far and near. 


The birth-pangs of a new Japan! 
The violent birth-quicking of the 
Kingdom of God in Japan is on. 
The time is at hand. The King- 
dom of God is near. The time has 
come for repentance and for con- 
secration to the task of spreading 
the Gospel. 


II. The Why of a Million Souls 
Campaign 

The thought life, life as a whole, 
politics, education, industry, every- 
thing in Japan must be brought 
under God's direct control. 
Through Christlike Japanese a 
Christlike Japan must be brought 
to the birth. To transform this 
vision into reality we must increase 
the present two hundred and fifty 
thousand Christians to a round 
million. Numerals are void of 
power but theré is strength in 


numbers. The mustard seed be- 
comes a tree. And unless it b 
comes a tree it cannot shelter the 
birds of the air. 


We believe that one million 
Christians will make possible the 
Christianization of Japan’s public 
opinion and conscience and realize 
through the Church a really Chris- 
tianized Japan. 


Every Christian a soul winner, 
winning one soul a year and thus 
in three years quadrupling the 
number of Christians, this is the 
program of the Million Souls Cam- 
paign. It goes without saying 
that God’s plans differ from men’s 
thoughts, yet is our faith so small 
that we would spurn this as a goal 
and characterize it as an empty 
dream? Has our courage fallen 
into decay? Our prayer should 
be “Increase our faith.” Anew 
we need to hear the voice from on 
high, “Fear not, little flock; for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom.” 


III. God’s Grace and His Call 


Even though our faith be small 
and our courage fail us, God's 
wisdom is great. God's grace is 
sufficient for us. Behold! See 
the evangelistic net spread clear 
across the nation. No other 
organization, no matter how vast 
it may be, has a chain of nets 
comparable with that of the 
Church. 


Furthermore, there is the skill 
and sacrifice of our Christian col- 
leagues who all over the land are 
guarding the meshes of this net. 
Behold this host of noble evangels 
who for ten or twenty years bury- 
ing themselves in out-of-the-way 
and isolated places have famili- 
arized themselves with local con- 
ditions and local psychology—an 
adjustment which it takes five or 
ten years to make. Here is an 
agency so unique and valuable that 
no other organization has anything 
to parallel it. 


Moreover behold the evangelistic 
agencies which the various de- 
nominations have built up! Our 


evangelism does not consist merely 


— — — 


in a proclamation of words. It is 
expressed in the growth of the 
Church as the body of Christ. Is 
this not a line of dynamics laid 
down by God Himself against such 
a day as this! Each denomination 
through the development of its 
own particular gifts has produced 
an evangelistic asset. For this 
we should not only be grateful but 
it should stimulate our faith to- 
ward God. 


In addition to this we have 
reason for thanksgiving and 
source for courage in the fact that 
there are workers with special 
gifts whom God has raised up 
among the various denominations. 
Among them are figures so out- 
standing that when the people 
hear their names they are im- 
mediately reminded of Christian- 
ity. These stand as our repre- 
sentatives before the unsaved 
masses. They are the connecting 
link between us and the people. 
For this reason they are invalu- 
able instruments placed at our 
disposal. 


However, one thing thou 
lackest.” Although we 
possession of all these splendid 
instruments and resources, not one 
among us is satisfied with the 
results of the work which is being 
done. Is not cooperation and 
cencerted action the one thing 
lacking among us? 


When the Church throughout 
Japan prays with one heart, when 
outstanding workers throughout 
the entire Church with one voice 
proclaim the Gospel to the people, 
when the different denominations 
develope suitable means for the 
guidance and nurture of enquirers, 
and when supplementary and 
efficiently directed activity shall 
conserve the results of the fruitful 
evangelism of the various Churches 
and denominations, then will not 
“the spirit of unity“ —the Holy 
Spirit—working freely among us, 
let us behold God's glory far 
beyond our expectations?” 


| 
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IV. The Plan of the Kingdom of 
God Campaign 


God has already set this cam- 
paign in motion. The All Japan 
Christian Conference which met 
in Tokyo in the Spring of 1928 
was stirred by the need of such 
a campaign. It set up a com- 
mittee which carried on a nation- 
wide evangelistic effort that has 
achieved conspicuous results. 
Moreover, requests have come 
from many quarters asking that 

is campaign be not only con- 
tinued but extended in its scope. 


Furthermore in conferences 
which have been held during the 
year, as well as by the Executive 
Committee of the National Chris- 
tian Council, actions have been 
taken stressing the need of such a 
campaign. 

Believing that the hand of God 


js moving in this general tendency, 


we have as a result of prayer and 
conference set up the Kingdom of 
God Campaign. This is to be a 

year evangelistic effort and 
in carrying it out we seek the co- 
operation of our brothers and 
— in Christ throughout the 


Mr. Toyohiko Kagawa has 
already offered his full time and 
his utmost efforts for this move- 
ment. This has been a tremen- 
dous encouragement to our com- 
mittee. We propose to _ enlist 
other outstanding workers and 
pitch a cooperative decisive 
evangelistic battle which shall be 
nation-wide in its reach. 

However, this is not an evangel- 
istic campaign in which the 
Central Committee shall impose 
guidance upon other areas. This 
is a campaign on which the Chris- 
tians throughout the nation shall 
mobilize and move forward in 
response to requests from any 
area. 


The command shall rest in the 
hands of him who has overcome 
and is overcoming the world, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Our com- 
mittee is anxious to give itself 
with all its strength diligently to 
this piece of service. 


1930, the year in which it is 
proposed to begin this campaign, 
commemorates the twentieth cen- 
tury period since Christ began his 
public ministry. We believe that 
it is most fitting for us Christians 
to. follow in the footsteps of our 
Lord, and for three years give 
ourselves as he did for a similar 
period to aggressive evangelism. 


Therefore, in order to establish 
in our beloved Japan God’s King- 
dom centered in Christ, through 
prayer, through offerings, and 
through work, we desire to push 
forward this campaign. 


V. The Central Committee of the 
Kingdom of God Campaign 
(Here follows a list of names) 


VI. Preparatory Work for the 
Kingdom of God Campaign 

It is said that nine parts of the 
success of any campaign lies in 
the preparation. Therefore our 
committee appeals to our brothers 
and sisters in Christ to give them- 
selves at once both as individuals 
and as groups, to the following 
lines of preparation. 


As Individual 


1. To engage in prayer for this 
campaign for at least two minutes 
each day at the noon hour. For 
the convenience of those desiring 
it, we suggest the following 
prayer: 


“All-powerful God, our Father, 
we praise thee that thou hast 
summoned us to make our 
beloved Japan a land in which 
the Kingdom of God through 
Christ shall be realized. Grant 
to pour out on our work the 
guidance and blessing of the 
Holy Spirit. Enable us, we 
pray thee, through pray- 
er, through offerings, and 
through work, to taste the joy 
of those whose lives are hid in 
Christ, and to lead men and 
women into thy _ salvation. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen.“ 


2. Offerings for the Kingdom 
of God Campaign. | 


Each person is asked to con- 
tribute as liberally as possible. 
The committee desires to carry on 
a campaign which will call for an 
expenditure of at least 20,000.00 
yen a year. In order to secure 
this amount we appeal to all 
Christians, old and young, rich 
and poor, to cooperate and take 
at least one share. We ask that 
each member of a family take 
shares in their own name. 


3. That each Christian en- 
deavour each year to win one per- 
son for Christ. If every one of 
the present Christians each year 
wins one person, in three years the 
coal of one million Christians will 
be realized. Kindly therefore im- 
mediately select three persons 
whom you propose to lead to 
Christ, and begin to pray and 
work in their behalf. Remember 
that this is the very heart of this 
Kingdom of God Campaign. 


As a Church:— 


1. Prayer for the Christianiza- 
tion of Japan and for the King- 
dom of God Campaign. Let there 
be prayers for this campaign in. 
the regular services of worship 
and in the prayer meetings of 
every church. We profoundly be- 


lieve that the Church's most 
effective cooperation will be 
rendered in this way, and we 


earnestly pray that through the 
sympathy of those responsible in 
each church this will be carried 


out. 


2. In connection with your 
neighboring churches set up a 
plan of campaign for your district 
and begin consultations speedily 
with our Central Committee. 


As has already been indicated, 
in this campaign the local com- 
munities are to be autonomous and 
the main factor. Therefore kind- 
ly confer with the churches in 
your neighborhood, outline the 
main features of your campaign, 
and give us an opportunity to co- 
operate in any way that we can. 


8. Set up a committee which 
shall establish relations with the 
treasurers of the Kingdom of God 
Campaign. If each church will 


| 
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undertake the task of - securing 
funds for this campaign it will 
help tremendously. Kindly in- 
form the treasurers of our com- 
mittee of the name and address of 
the person or persons who will 
serve in your community in this 
matter of securing finances for 
the campaign. 


For the sake of the building of 
the Kingdom of God in Japan 
kindly accede to the above re- 
quests. 


Vil. Mr. Teyobike Kagawa's Plan 
fer the Kingdom of God Campaign 


The following is the suggested 
plan for the Million Souls Cam- 
paign which Mr. Kagawa has 
submitted to conferences recently 
held in various areas. We 
this on with the hope that after a 
study of this plan it will be put 
into effect. 


(1) Organization of a Net- 
work of Prayer. 


Weekly early morning prayer 
meetings in every church and in 


every city to pray for a revival of 
faith. 


Prayer with a new spirit in the 
1800 churches of the land for a 
revival of faith. 


Monthly united prayer meetings 
of all churches in each city. 


An annual national conference of 
lay men, lay women, and all in- 
terested, for special prayer and 
preparation for the above purpose. 


(2) Organization of the 
Propaganda. 


A. Different Phases of Evangel- 
ism. 

District evangelism, evangelism 

focussed in certain centres and 


areas; Personal evangelism; 
Evangelism through literature; 


Educational evangelism; Evangel- 


ism through service. 


B. The Opening Up of Unoc- 
cupied Areas. 


Rural evangelization; Evangel- 


C. The Training of Lay Evangel- 
ists. 


Paid workers alone will not 
suffice for this great work. We 
must speedily produce a great 
number of lay promoters and 
organizers of the Kingdom of God. 
5000 lay preachers should be 
enlisted, trained and released at 
once. 


1. District Evangelism. 


Organize touring evangelistic 
bands, or carry on interrelated 


cooperative evangelistic work 
throughout the following 10 
areas: — 


Kwanto (Tokyo District), Chu 
Nihon Chiho (Central Japan), 
Kinki (Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe), Shi- 
koku Chugoku, Kyushu (Liu 
Chiu), Kokuriku Chiho, Tohoku 
Chiho, Hokkaido (Saghalien), 
Korea and Manchuria. 


2. Personal Work. 


Every Christian to resolve to 
pray and make special effort to 
lead at least several persons to 
Christ every year. 


We should all offer our own 
homes to be used as churches. 


We should use our homes for 
Sunday Schools. 


3. Evangelism Through Litera- 
ture. 


The organization of a closer 
relationship between the present 
existing plans of evangelism 
through literature. 


The creation of cheap editions 
of good Christian books. 


The mass publication of leaflets 
and pamphlets. 


A more effective working of the 
plan for newspaper evangelism. 


4. Educational Evangelism. 


The establishment of more Sun- 
day Schools. 


The training of each Christian 


izing the fishing folk; Evangelism as a Sunday School teacher and the 


in mining camps; Evangelizing the 
laboring class. 


using of the home for Sunday 
School purposes. 


— — — — 


— — 


Churches of all denominations 


or churches specially interested, 
in each city, to cooperate in the 
conduct of Gospel Schools. 


Of this campaign Mr. Toyohiko 
Kagawa writes as follows:— 


“Japan is waiting for Christ, 
and Christ will win in Japan. 
Almost all the denominational 
churches are combining their 
forces to launch a campaign to 
win a million souls for Christ. 
They are planning to start the first 
of January, 1930. Committees 
are appointed, and we are co- 
operating with them as “service 
men.” We have never known 
such an unanimous action on the 
part of the churches since the 


great religious movement of 1900. 


“There are millions of people in 
the rural districts of Japan who 
have never heard the Gospel. 
We are now planning to publish 
cheap editions of standard Chris- 
tian books to be distributed among 
the young men and women in the 
poverty-stricken villages. There 
are 2,800,000 young men and 
2,300,000 young women in the 
local young men’s, and young 
women's, associations in the thir- 
teen thousand villages of Japan. 
They want to hear the Gospel. 
Fortunately Dr. Walne has kind- 
ly wanted to help me publish a 


cheap edition of my latest book, 


“New Life through God.” He 
will be able to sell its 220 pages 
for ten sen, because of printing a 
million copies in one edition. 
We are preparing to put forty 
thousand copies on the market 
immediately.” 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY | 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING 


The meeting of the Committee 
of the International Missionary 
Council was held at Williamstown, 
Mass., July 11-21. There were 
present delegates of seventeen 
national organizations or councils. 
China was represented by Dr. C. 
. Cheng, one of the vice-chair- 
men of the I.M.C., Dr. Henry T. 
Hodgkin and Mr. S. C. Leung of 
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Canton, who acted as alternate for 
Dr. David Z. T. Yui. 

The meeting was called for the 
purpose of evaluating the develop- 
ments which have taken place as 
a result of the Jerusalem meeting 
and of planning for the work of 
the Council during the period 
immediately ahead. 


Dr. John R. Mott reported on 
his visit to the different countries 
of Asia and gave a summary of 
his impressions of the situation, 
which is printed in full in this 
issue. Dr. J. H. Oldham delivered 
an address on “The New Christian 
Adventure,” in which he dis- 
cussed the bearing of “secularism” 
upon the missionary enterprise. 
This statement was regarded as 
of exceptional importance and is 
being translated into Chinese and 
into the other languages of the 
different countries represented on 
the I.M.C. It is printed in full in 
this issue of the Bulletin. 


All of the constituent organ- 
izations of the I. M. C. were called 
upon to consider how still wider 
use can be made of the Jerusalem 
message “as a challenge to a 
deeper devotion to Christ in the 
take of world evangelization and 
as a means of bringing home to 
this generation the fact that 
Christ alone can meet the world's 
need.” It was urged that groups 
be formed to study the Jerusalem 
statement, and that such groups be 
kept in touch with Christian 
thinkers in Europe and America. 


It was agreed that steps be taken 


to enable outstanding Christian 
thinkers in Europe and America, 
including Christian philosophers, 
scientists and educators as well as 
preachers and theologians, to visit 
the important fields to lecture on 
Christianity and modern thought, 
and in particular to discuss these 
questions with small groups. 


Dr. C. Y. Cheng reports that 
great interest was expressed in 
the Five Year Movement in China 
and the evangelistic effort in 
Japan. The decision of the Ad- 


- ministrative Committee of the 


N.C.C. itself to act on behalf of 


the cooperating bodies in making 
general plans for the Movement in 
China was welcomed as an in- 
dication of the seriousness with 
which the Movement is regarded 
here. The European and Ameri- 
can delegates on the Council 
assured Dr. Cheng of their hearty 
support. The Committee of the 
I. M. C. passed the following 
minute 


“The Council has heard with 
gratitude and thanksgiving of the 
evangelistic movements inaugurat- 
ed in China and Japan and else- 
where. It thinks that the older 
churches can cooperate with and 
assist all these movements by tak 
ing these plans into their deepest 
heart and carrying them stead- 
fastly in their prayers; by con- 
tinuous and intelligent acquaint- 
ance with the character and de- 
velopment of these plans, and to 
this end the officers of the I. M.. 
should be a channel for the com- 
munication of this information to 
the constituent bodies of the Coun- 


eil; by sending helpers, carefully 


selected in conference between the 
churches on the field and the older 
churches, for such special service 
in connection with these evangel- 
istic movements as may be prac- 
ticable and helpful; and by such 
measure of financial help as may 
be possible and wise.” . 


Christian Literature 


Great interest was also man- 
ifested in Dr. Mott’s report of the 
increasing recognition in various 
countries of the vital importance 
of a far greater attention being 
given to the provision of a more 
adequate Christian Literature. 
“The Committee believes that in 
these days of the spread and 
power of the printed page, no 
policy of evangelism is comiplete 
which does not include evangelism 
through literature. Furthermore, 
the Committee would affirm that 
no policy of Christian education is 
complete which has not in view the 
production of a sufficient Christian 
literature for the use of pupils 
during and after their 7 school 


* 


days.“ 


The Committee believes that 
the time has come for a radical 
reconsideration of the existing 
plans of the boards in making 
provision both for finance and 
personnnel, as well as more 
practical methods of production 
and circulation of Christian 
literature. May not a conscien- 
tious and thorough revaluation 
of our methods together with a 
reconsideration of their relative 
claims and essential inter- 
dependence and a more careful 
study of priorities, reveal the 
desirability and possibility, with- 
in our present resources, of 
making a far more generous 
provision for this all too- 
neglected part of our work? 
The Committee, therefore, ven- 
tures to suggest that the Boards 
should give special consideration 
to their policy as a whole with 
a view to determining the place, 
provision and use which Chris- 
tian literature occupy in it, and 
should proceed to make such 
adjustments in their activities 
as will enable them to carry out 
effectively the literature policy 
fhey deem to be necessary for 
carrying on their work.” 


With regard to the situation in 
China the following statement was 


made: 


“The Committee has received 
the report on literature approved 
by the National Christian Coun- 
cil of China at Hangchow in 
May. It is deeply convinced 
that the situation in China calls 
for early and vigorous measures 
to meet the present unparalleled 
opportunity. The formation of 
a standing committee of the 
National Christian Council to 
deal with literature on the lines 
suggested is welcomed as a first 
step in this direction. The 
Committee desires to cooperate 
in the fullest possible way with 
that committee and in par- 
ticular it notes with interest the 
request from the National Chris- 
tian Council of China for the 
services of an able and experi- 
enced publisher to go into the 
question of distribution in a 
thorough way. The Committee 
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offers the suggestion that the 
scope of this service might be 
enlarged so as to include a 
thorough-going study of the 
whole enterprise for literature 
production, in consultation with 
all concerned, in order to see 
how by more drastic reorganiza- 
tion and coordination a really 
significant forward step may be 
taken in the near future. 


“For various reasons, the time 
seems ripe for such an endeavor, 
which, if successful, should 
result in adding not a little to 
the resources available for pro- 
secuting the literary side of the 
Christian movement in China. 


“The Committee fully ap- 
preciates the desire of Chinese 
Christian writers for complete 
freedom to make their own con- 
tribution in their own way to 
Christian literature and believes 
that such a study as is proposed 
should have this in mind as a 
fundamental! aim to be furthered 
in every possible way. 


“The officers are asked to 
communicate fully with the new 
standing committee with a view 
to agreeing upon the scope of 
the proposed project and for the 
securing of a suitable person or 
persons. 


Religious Education 


Much attention was paid to the 
question of religious education. 
The resolutions may be classified 
under three heads: those to which 
the officers of the I. M. C. ought to 
give consideration at once during 
the next three years; those which 
call for action but which probably 
cannot require much of their time; 
and those to be referred to other 
bodies for suitable action. It was 
proposed that the officers give 
serious attention to the question 
of religious freedom in State 
systems of education, the study of 
indigenous cultures and the values 
therein to be preserved and used 
in Christian religious education, 
and the relation of evangelism and 
religious education. 


In regard to the latter, it was 
felt that “there is not yet full 
understanding of the normal and 
proper relations between evan- 
gelism and religious education; 
and it is still possible for evangelis- 
tic movements to lack educational 
depth and substance, and for 
religious-educational movements to 
fall short of the power of the 
Gospel. It is felt by the com- 
mittee that fresh attention should 
be given to the ways in which 
evangelistic methods should be 
affected by the new educational 
outlook; to ways in which 
religious-educational procedures 
may be better adapted to serve as 
means of the redemptive power of 
the Spirit of God; and to the 
essential relation, in both evan- 
gelistic and religious education, be- 
tween the social and the individual 
aspects of the Christian Gospel.” 


The subject of theological 
education was felt to call for 
urgent attention in view of the 
serious weakness resulting from 
existing diffusion of effort and the 
vital importance of the training of 
the ministry for the life of the 
Church. The officers of the Coun- 
cil were urged to get into touch 
with National Christian Councils 
in mission fields and with the 
National missionary organizations 
in North America and Europe 
“with a view to ascertaining what 
steps can be taken most advan- 
tageously to secure a thorough 
consideration of the problem of 
theological training in each area 
with reference to such matters as 
a greater concentration of effort 
and more effective cooperation 
with a view to the best use of 
available resources and the ade- 
quacy of existing policies, methods 
and courses for providing the type 
of ministry that is needed for the 
Church in the area in question.” 


Rural Work 


The determination of the I.M.C. 
to assist in the development of 
more adequate plans for Christian 
work in rural areas was expressed 
in the decision of the Committee 
to “authorize the engagement of 


Dr. Kenyon L. Butterfield for a 


two year period to visit two of the 
major countries of the Far East in 
an effort to help the Younger 
Churches to deal with the rural 
situation in their own countries. 
The finances for Dr. Butterfield’s 
work are to be secured from 
sources aside from the regular 
budget of the Council.” 


Requests have been made to the 
I.M.C. on several occasions during 
the past year by the N.C.C. and 
by Cheeloo and Nanking Univer- 
sities that Dr. Butterfield be sent 
to China, and it is hoped that he 
may be set free to spend a year 
in this country, beginning in the 
Autumn of 1930. 


The Committee reported on the 
further consideration of the pro- 
posal made at the Jerusalem meet- 
ing that there should be started a 
Department of Social and Indus- 
trial Research in connection with 
the work of the I. M. C. 
voted at the Williamstown meeting 
to approve of general plans for 
starting such a department at 
Geneva in connection with the 
International Labour Office. The 
Committee approved of general 
plans with a budget of $10,000 
(U.S. currency) a year, to be 
secured privately. “The purpose 
of the department will be to 
study economic relations as 
affected by the expansion of 
western industrialism in the coun- 
tries where the pressure of the 
economic situation has a first- 
hand bearing upon the work of 
the missionary forces.” 


Work for Jews 


The Committee included in its 
budget an item for a Secretary 
for work among Jews. An inter- 
national committee has been ap- 
pointed to carry out this work in 
accordance with the action of the 
Jerusalem meeting. This com- 
mittee was formally approved by 
the Committee at Williamstown. 


Liquor Traffic 


The Committee instructed its 
officers to study what could be 


done to bring to an end the im 


portation of alcoholic liquors into 
Africa. The traffic is apparently 


It was 
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on the increase and is having ex- 
tremely demoralizing effects upon 
the native population. 


Officers 


Dr. John R. Mott was re-elected 
as Chairman; Dr. C. Y. Cheng, 
Bishop of Salisbury and W. E. 
Baroness van Boetzelaer van Dub- 
bledam as Vice-Chairman; Mr. 
James M. Speers, Treasurer J. H. 
Oldham, William Paton and A. L. 
Warnshuis, Secretaries; and Miss 
B. D. Gibson and Miss Esther 
Strong, Assistant Secretaries. 


The Committee approved of a 
regular budget of G.$40,000 a year 
for the next three years, and 
approved of asking each of the 
constituent bodies, one of which is 
the N.C.C. of China, to make an 
annual contribution towards this 
budget. A supplementary budget 
of approximately the same amount, 
to cover the Department of Social 
and Economic Research, the work 
for the Jews, the rural work of 
Dr. Butterfield, etc., was also 
approved, this latter budget not to 
be a charge upon the treasuries of 
cooperating Councils and 
National Missionary organizations. 


THE AMERICAN BOARD TRANSFERS 
NORTH CHINA WORK TO 
KUNG LI HWEI 


The complete transfer of all the 
work and property of the North 
China Mission of the American 
Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions to Chinese control 
was publicly announced some time 
ago by Rev. W. C. Fairfield, Sec- 
retary of the Board, according to a 
report in the “Christian Century” 
of August 28. 


It is stated that the Promotion- 
al Board” of the North China 
Kung Li liwei “will control either 
through gift or loan all property 
of the American Board in North 
China except the residences of the 
missionaries. The missionaries 
themselves will be loaned by the 
American Board and will be entire- 
ly responsible to the Chinese 


The Promotional Board of the 
Chinese Congregational Church of 
North China (Kung Li Hwei), to 
quote from the constitution, “con- 
sists of delegates appointed by the 
respective station associations of 
the Kung Li Hwei for the purpose 
* the Church of Christ in 

ina.“ 


“This Promotional Board exists 
to establish, stimulate and serve, 
in ever widening circles. the indig- 
enous Christian Church in China, 
and for this purpose gives super- 
vision and direction to activities 
of Christian work which are of a 
Mission nature or non-self-sup- 
porting, evangelistic, educational 
and medical, etc., in harmony with 
the hopes and ideals of the Con- 
gregational Churches of North 
China. 


“This Board is directly respon- 
sible to the Congregational Chur- 
ches of North China in the con- 
duct of a missionary program for 
the advancement of the Kingdom 
of God in China. However, this 
Board recognizes a stewardship on 
behalf of the Amertean Board in 
administration of property, funds 
and personnel granted or loaned by 
the American Board for the pur- 
poses for which this Promotional 
Board is established. 


“While this Promotional Board 
now largely relies upon support of 
its work by Christians in America, 
the China Board looks for the day 
and seeks to encourage an in- 
creasing support of the missionary 
work in China from the Congrega- 
tional Churches of North China.” 


The ‘object of the Promotional 
Board, as given in the Constitu- 
tion, is “to unite the Christians of 
Congregational Churches to pro- 
mote all forms of Christian work, 
evangelistic, educational, medical, 
literary, and so forth.” 


The Promotional Board con- 
sists of the evangelistic, education- 
al and medical representatives ap- 
pointed by the station association 
or church association annual meet- 
ings, each station association ap- 
pointing one delegate each for 
evengelistic, educational and med- 
ical work. 


The functions of the Promotion- 
al Board are to decide upon rec- 
ommendations made by each 
section, (e.g., evangelistic, educa- 
tional and medical) ; to decide upon 
the estimates of each section; to 
ask for, locate and transfer for- 
eign personnel, but the opinions 
of all parties concerned must be 
obtained before the matter is voted 
upon; to appaint delegates to each 
cooperating organization and to 
appoint its own officers and com- 
mittees; to nian the policy for the 
promotion cf cach kind of work; 
and to decide ad interim pro- 
blems of each station association, 
ad interim motions requiring a 
two-thirds vote of the entive mem- 


bership for passage. 


Among the by-laws of the Pro- 
motional Board the following will 
probably be of special interest to 
missionary organizations at the 
present time, since they relate to 
questions which are being widely 
discussed in China regarding the 
handling of appropriations and 
special funds from abroad :— 


All Board appropriations for General 
Work shall belong to the Promotional 
Board to distribute, but distribution 
shall be made proportionate to the 
estimate tables from the stations, for 
evangelistic, educational and medical 
work. After the Promotional Board has 
passed the estimates for evangelistic, 
educational and medical work, if there 
arises the question of a different basis 
of distribution, redistribution can only 
be made with the consent of the station 
concerned and the Promotional Board. 


Financial reports to the Treasurer 
from each institution or work depart- 
ment of a station must cover all funds 
assigned it by the Promotional Board. 


Before attempting to raise any 
„Special“ of Gold $3000 or more, the 
approval must be secured of both the 
station and the Promotional Board. 


All special donations should be placed 
under committee control, and not ad- 
ministered by the recipient himself. 


Stations shall assume responsibility 
for “specials” used within their spheres 
of work, and the Promotional Board for 
all others. Special donations must be 
used in accord with the desires of 
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donors. Before any changed plan of 
use is carried out, the donor’s approval 
must be secured, 


The responsibilities of station 
treasurers and accountants are as 
follows :— 


All work funds in 
deposited in bank 
station. 


Detailed financial reports should be 
rendered to the Promotional Board 
Treasurer at least twice each year. 
(This refers to all funds from the 
American Board.) 


At least once each year detailed 
accounting shall be rendered to the 
station of all work funds handled. 


Except with the consent of the 
station, or of some organization dele- 
gated by it, there shall be no payments 
made and no shifting nor lending of 
‘funds. 

Each station is finally accountable for 
any irregularities of its treasurer in use 
of funds that have properly been drawn 
by him. 


Each station, 
under it, shall 
suitable budgets. 


At the time of its annual meeting 
each station shall choose its treasurer, 
accountant and auditors. 


Only audited reports from the 
treasurer are acceptable, whether to the 
Promotional Board Treasurer or to the 
station. 

The treasurer should have vouchers 
and stubs in proof of all receipts and 
expenditures. 

The treasurer should, 
times, examine the accounts 
station units of work. 


On the subject of the Church's 

borrowing funds the following by- 
laws are included: 
Without consent of the station and 
the Promotional Board, funds shall be 
loaned to no person nor organization 
whatsoever. | 


In ͤ case of shortage of funds in a 
station, no borrowing shall be done 
except, with the consent of the station 
and the Promotional Board. 


In ease of deficit in a station, the 
Promotional Board assumes no respon- 
sibility. 


hand should be 
approved by the 


and the work units 
each year prepare 


at suitable 
of all 


“to 56.6%. 


Growth of the Church 


Of the eight stations of the 
North China Kung Li Hwei six 
show an increase in membership 
during the five year period from 
1923 to 1928, varying from 6.8% 
Two show a decrease. 
Pactingfu area shows the largest 
increase in church membership, 
due, we understand, to the popular 
education movement carried on by 
the Ghurch during this period. 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST AND FHE 
COOPERATING MISSIONS 


(An important conference of members 
of the General Council of the Church of 
Christ in China with representatives of 
the cooperating missions (of which 
there are fifteen with a membership of 
over 700 missionaries now in China) 
met in Shanghai October 14-17, on the 
invitation of the General Council for 
the discussion of certain important 
questions affecting the relationship of 
the Church and missions. In view of 
the interdenominational character of 
this Church the findings of this meet- 
ing, which are given below, will be of 
interest to members of other churches). 


I. Church and Mission Relationship 
A. Introduction: 


To the missionary societies and 
the missionaries whose service in 
the establishment of various kinds 
of Christian work in China has 
been so unwearied we would ex- 
press our sincere and hearty 
gratitude. Moreover we hope that 
such service will be greatly 
developed and advanced in the 
future through the agency of close 
cooperation. 


It is true that cooperation be- 
tween Chinese and Western 
friends in the Church of Christ 
necessarily involves organization, 
personnel, and financial support. 
But the most fundamental thing 
of all is a basis of fellowship and 
mutual understanding in Christ. 


For the purpose of meeting the 
needs of our work we draw up the 
following guiding principles of 
cooperation between the Church 
of Christ and the Older Churches. 


At the same time we recognize 
that churches in different local 
ities have not yet reached the same 
stage of development, so that 
these principles cannot be applied 
in the same degree in the several 
churches. Moreover, we recognize 
the fact that all of these principles 
cannot be put into practice at 
once, but at any rate we believe 
that any kind of plan for our 
Christian enterprises should be 
based entirely on the principle of 
fellowship and mutual understand- 
ing if it is to be crowned with 
success. 


B. Principles: 


(1) It is fundamental that our 
Church and the cooperating mis- 
sionary societies should recognize 
as basic the church-centric prin- 
ciple. That is the Church should 
be the organization to bear such 
responsibilities as the adminis- 
tration of work and the use of 
workers. 


(2) The responsibility for and 
the control of the evangelistic, 
educational, medical, and social 
work so far as they are in the 
hands of the missions should be 
transferred to the Church. How- 
ever, such items as the salaries, 
residences, and other allowances 
for missionaries would continue to 
be controlled by the Mission 
Boards unless they should desire 
otherwise. 


(3) We recognize that the 
General Assembly of the Church 
of Christ in China has free access 
to the Mission Boards for con- 
ference on matters of mutual 
concern. 


Further, we recognize that 
ultimately the General Assembly 
is the body that should act in 
relation to the Church of Christ 
on the one hand and the Mission 
Boards on the other, and clearly 
visualise the elimination from 
mission field Councils of any ad- 
ministrative functions in relation 
to the Church and its work. 


This, however, does not preclude 
the maintenance of relationships 
between synods and the Mission 
Boards where this is desirable. 
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It is clear that this principle is 


not uniformly susceptible of im- 
medicate realization, but we rec- 
ommend that steps be devised at 
once for its progressive realization 
and that the views of the Boards 
of the cooperating Missions on the 
whole matter be elicited. 


(4) When missionaries first 
come to China, and upon return 
from furlough, their allocation 
and work should be determined 
by the synod after consultation 
with the missionary concerned and 
his mission so long as his mission 
continues to function in regard to 
such matters. If a district as- 
sociation wishes a particular mis- 
sionary to be allocated for work 
within its bounds, it should make 
its request to the synod. 


(5) We recognize the desire of 
the Church that missionaries 
should have privilege of full and 
regular membership in the Church 
and commend the matter to the 
favorable consideration of in- 
dividuals and the older churches 
concerned. If circumstances make 
this impossible they may become 
cooperative members and their 
status in the Church shall be 
determined by the synod in which 
they reside. 


(6) The task before our Church 
being so large, and the respon- 
sibilities so heavy, we earnestly 
request the assistance of the older 
churches in providing additional 
missionaries, having particularly 
in mind two types: 


(a) Those who would look for- 
ward to giving their life, or long 
periods of time, to the service; 
and (b) Those who have had 
training and experience along par- 
ticular lines of Christian work 
who would come for special con- 
ferences or brief periods of ser- 
vice of several months or a year. 


(7) In order that this church- 
centric principle may be fully 
operative, we earnestly solicit the 
sympathetic cooperation of the 
older churches in other countries 
so that we may have personnel 


‘and financial support adequate to 


carry on the work efficiently. 


II. General Council Budget 


(1) It is axiomatic that the 
Church of Christ in China should 
from amongst her membership 
provide as much of the budget of 
the central administrative agency 
as is possible. Contacts should be 
formed, the membership educated 
in the importance and the work 
of the central administrative 
agency so as to secure the 
maximum (financial cooperation 
from the church membership. 
This requires time; but the work 
that needs to be done by such an 
organization as the General Coun- 
cil is too essential to be delayed 
until the Chinese Church members 
can themselves provide the entire 
budget. 


(2) We accept the following 
two assumptions: 


(a) That provision for the bud- 
get of the General Council is 
recognized as a legitimate and 
worthy form of financial coopera- 
tion of the Missionary Societies 
of the Older Churches with the 
Church of Christ in China. 


(b) That the General Assembly 
and/or the General Council has 
the right to fix its own budget, 
and the cooperating Older Church- 
es have the right to determine the 
extent to which they will co- 
operate in providing this budget. 


(3) In preparing the budget for 
the General Council we consider 
that it is desirable that such 
budget should include the salaries 
of missionaries who may be 
allocated to the General Council 
for service, in order that the 
Church. can know what is the 
General Council's actual and all- 
inclusive budget. 


(4) According to the budget 
approved by the General Council 
for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 1930, to September 
80, 1931, the amount shall be 
$22,000.00. We propose that this 
budget be secured as follows: 


(a) That $2,500.00 to be con- 
tributed by the Chinese churches. 


—e— 


(b) That the synods and dis- 
trict associations be requested to 
allocate to the General Assembly 
budget 2% of the total current 
funds appropriated and trans- 
ferred by the cooperating Mission- 
ary Societies to the Chinese 
Church. 


That in the weeks immediately 
ahead the General Council office 
secure data from the cooperating 
Missions, enabling us to know the 
exact amount this assessment 
would provide. 


(c) That the cooperating Mis- 
sionary Societies be asked to 
make a supplementary grant so 
as to realize the entire sum of the 
budget. 


(5) It is suggested: 


(a) That the fiscal year con- 
tinue as at present, as from 
October Ist to September 30th. 


(b) That the Annual Meeting 
of the General Council shall be 
held at the beginning of April. 
This makes it possible for the 
various synods or their Executive 
Committees and the Missionary 
Societies of the cooperating Older 
Churches to review the General 
Council budget before the begin- 
ning of the next fiscal year. 


III. Statistics 


(1) The synods and the co- 
operating Missionary Societies 


should use uniform Statistical 
sheets. 
(2) The statistics for our 


Church should be collected by the 
central office through the synodical 
and district association secretaries. 


(3) The statistical year shall 
begin with January Ist. 


(4) That Dr. T. C. Fan be 
asked to prepare a suitable statis- 
tical sheet and submit it to the 
cooperating Mission Boards for 
approval. In case the statistical 
sheet does not provide all the data 
desired by any particular Mis- 
sionary Society, a supplementary 
sheet can be used to provide the 
desired data for the said Society 
in the area where such Society 
cooperates. 
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IV. The Transfer and Control 
of Property 


We call attention to the findings 
of the first General Assembly 
(see Minutes page 31) and the 
findings of the China Delegation 
to the Jerusalem Conference pub- 
lished by the N. C. C.) on the 
transfer and control of property. 


We recommend the careful 
study of these as expressing the 
desires of the Church and in 
general the attitude of the co- 
operating Missions in regard to 
questions of property. 


The uncertainties, however, of 
the present legal position in re- 
gard to the holding of property 
by the Church make it clear to us 
that immediate transfer, while the 
laws are in process of codification, 
would be impracticable, and we 
therefore recommend that the 
matter should be, for the time 
being, held in abeyance. 


We further recommend that the 
General Assembly, through its 
Standing Committee, continue to 
carefully study the question. 


We request that the General 
Council prepare a circular letter 
explanatory of the above resolu- 
tion to be sent to the synods of 
the Church. 


The Use of the Grants from the 
Older Charches 


(1) There should be uniform 
estimate sheets and financial re- 
ports for all the district associa- 
tions, synods, and cooperating 
Missionary Societies. The Gen- 
eral Council should form a com- 
mittee consisting of mission ad- 
ministrators and representatives 
of the Church to make provision 
for the same. 


(2) A joint committee -repre- 
senting mission and synod, or 
district association, should make 
a survey of all churches receiving 
subsidies from the Older Church- 
es, and on the basis of this survey 
determine whether in each par- 
ticular case the grant should be 
increased or decreased, with the 


purpose of having the respective 
churches attain self-support as 
soon as possible. 


(3)—(a) That hereafter in 
organizing new churches emphasis 
should be placed on the necessity 
of self-support. 


(b) That as to churches already 
organized funds released through 
a diminishing subsidy to such 
churches may in the future be 
applied to: 


(i) Mobile evangelism; 
(ii) The production of litera- 
ture; 


(iii) The expenses of church 
administrative councils, such as 
the General Assembly, synods, 
and district associations. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


The F. T. M. 


The National Executive Council 
of the Church of Christ in China 
unanimously endorsed the move- 
ment as proposed by the N. C. C., 
and pledged its support to the 
attainment of the purposes of the 
movement. It suggested that 
special occasions should be set 
aside daily for prayer for the 
movement by all Christians, in 
which they would include the 
words: “O Lord, revive thy 
Church beginning from me.” It 
made the Continuation Committee 
of the Executive Council respon- 
sible for the promotion of the 
movement, and urged that all 
synods organize special com- 
mittees for this purpose and ap- 
point special members to co- 
operate in their own fields with 
the National Christian Council. 
Emphasis was laid upon the need 
of encouraging laymen to enter 
into this movement, upon whose 
hearty cooperation its success or 
failure was felt to depend. Each 
synod is asked to make an annual 
report regarding the 2 of 
the movement. Rev. Yee Hsing- 
lin of Tsinan was invited to be- 
come special secretary for the 
Five Year Movement on behalf of 
the Church of Christ in China. 


The Shanghai Pastors’ Associa- 
tion has been actively engaged 
during the past few months mak- 
ing plans for the F. Y. M. in the 
city of Shanghai. Steps have 
been taken to bring together in 
Christian fellowship and for con- 
ference, representatives of each 
Christian congregation that is 
prepared to take part in such a 
united effort. In such inter- 
church gatherings each Church is 
entitled to one representative for 
every ten members. It is inter- 
esting to note that the men, 
women and the youth, are asked 
to act separately in electing their 
representatives so as to secure a 
varied representation. 


The Tientsin Missionary Asso- 
ciation voted to put ourselves on 
record as heartily endorsing the 
Five Year Movement program of 
Evangelism adopted by the Na- 
tional Christian Council at its 
annual meeting, 1928-29, held at 
Hangchow, and state our willing- 
ness to support the Council in 
carrying out of this program. A 
copy of this Resolution is to be 
sent to the National Christian 
Council.” 


2 Literature for the F. Y. M. 


Preliminary steps have been 
taken looking to the securing by 
various means of selections of 
existing books suitable for use in 
the F. V. M. We shall be glad to 
hear from you of any books which 
you have found most satisfactory. 


Literacy Campaign 


A good deal of interest in this 
campaign is being manifested. 
Dr. James Yen, leader of the 
popuiar education movement, has 
promised his wholehearted sup- 
port. A letter just received from 
Mr. Hubbard informs us that, 
subject to the approval of the 
Promotional Board of the Kung 
Li Hwei, he will be happy to 
accept the invitation of the Coun- 
cil to assist it by placing at the 
disposal of Christian workers who 
wish to start such campaigns the 
experience gained in the Paoting- 
fu area, where the church has had 


some 5,000 graduates passing 
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through its classes. In reply toa 
question as to what set of a 
thousand characters is likely to be 
most useful in connection with the 
Five Year Movement, he states 
that in his opinion the selection 
made by the Association Press is 
the best, both because their text- 
books are the simplest and the 
most easily taught in the country, 
and because any religious litera- 
ture produced for thousand char- 
acter graduates would naturally be 
produced not by the popular 
education movement, the Com- 
mercial Press or other non- 
Christian groups, but rather by 
Christian publication agencies. 
Mr. Hubbard gives as his opinion 
that a knowledge of a thousand 
characters alone will not open up 
a great deal of literature to the 
graduate, and urges the pro- 
duction of more at the earliest 
possible date. 


We are seeking to find out 
whether the Gospels can to advan- 
tage be issued in approximately 
1,000 characters. Dr. Courtenay 
Fenn of Peking some years ago 
attempted to transcribe one of 
the Gospels in this way. We are 
taking the matter up with the 
Bible societies to see whether they 
would be interested or be in a 
position to issue such simplified 
editions of the Gospels in whole 
or in part. 


Religious Education 


Dr. R. M. Hopkins, General 
Secretary of the World Sunday 
School Association, has been in 
Shanghai during October and 
November conferring with the 
China Sunday School Union and 
with groups of mission adminis- 
trators and Chinese Christians 
whom he has called together in 
regard to Sunday school literature 
and the most useful service which 
the China Sunday School Union 
can render. 


Dr. Hopkins is keenly interested 
in the proposal made by a group 
of missionaries at Kuling and on 
other occasions that certain per- 
sons who have been specially 


the 


successful in the development of 
religious educational work in the 
churches in America come to China 
for a number of months, to assist 
workers in this field. It raises the 
question whether or not the Sum- 
mer School of Religious Education 
which is proposed for the summer 
of 1930 at Kuling might perhaps 
have its scope enlarged, and efforts 
be made to utilize the summer of 
next year as a time for the serious 
study of available textbooks and 
methods of teaching. 


Sunday School Attendance 


The following figures taken from 
the report of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. are interesting as show- 
ing the relation between the 
number of communicants and the 
average Sunday School attendance 
of members of this church in 
different countries of the world: 


Averace 


Com. Sunday Attendance 

munkacte Schoo! Suds 

Schoot 
Africa 30,059 978 £92,247 
China 44,563 449 24.788 
Chosen 62,925 2,536 132,592 
Japan 3,881 101 6,986 
Latin America 8,217 254 10,591 
Persia 2,190 36 3,334 
India 12,344 306 10,795 
What is the situation in your 
church? 


South India United Church 


The Christian Literature Society 
for India has recently published 
the proposed scheme of united 
prayer by the Joint Committee of 
the Church of India, Burma and 
Ceylon, the South India United 
Church, and the South India Pro- 
vincial Synod of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. 


This pamphlet of sixty pages 
octavo gives in full the proposed 
basis of union of the Church of 
South India. The inclusion of 
Anglican and Wesleyan 


Churches in India has led to a 


different line of development there 


from that taken by the Church of 
Christ in China. 


The Indian movement must be 
regarded as one of the important 
steps being taken in the world 
today for a unter and more in- 
clusive organic union between 


Christians of different denomina- 
tions. 


Copies may be secured by 
writing to the C. L. S. for India 
at either Madras or Colombo. 


Convictions that Unite 


Dr. G. W. Richards, President 
of the Alliance of the Reformed 
Churches Throughout the World, 
holding the Presbyterian System, 


at its recent meeting in Boston, 
Said: 


“The time may come when the 
divisions among the churches will 
cease to be. But that end can be 
reached only when Christians 
everywhere come under the power 
of convictions that will unite the 
churches and that are greater 
than the convictions that now 
divide them. Such power may be 
hid in the rediscovered gospel of 
the Kingdom of God, which, when 
it once will take full possession of 
men, will enable them to rise above 
denominational and sectarian bar- 
riers and enter into fellowship 
that transcends the uniformity of 
Romanism and the divisions of 
Protestantism, and will conserve 
the highest values of both in a 
Christian Catholicism in which 
there will be neither Lutheran nor 
Reformed, Anglican nor Con- 
gregationalist, Baptist nor Quaker, 
but all will be one in Christ 
Jesus.” 


Dr. E. W. Wallace Elected Chancellor 
of Victoria University, Toronto 


Dr. E. W. Wallace, the Associate 
General Secretary of the C. C. E. A., 
has recently returned to China on 
a brief visit. During the past 
two years he has been working 
with groups in America and 
Great Britain interested in bring- 
ing about the closer correlation of 
the Christian colleges and univer- 
sities in China. 

Dr. Wallace’s friends will learn 
with deep regret that for family 
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reasons he finds himself forced to 
withdraw from permanent re- 
sidence in China. After attend- 
ing the Institute of Pacific Rela- 
tions in Kyoto, Dr. Wallace will 
be in China until the end of the 
year, after which he will reside in 
Toronto and take up his new 
duties as Chancellor of the 
Victoria University, one of the 
constituent institutions of the 
University of Toronto. 


Formal Opening of Teaching University 


Yenching University had its 
formal opening on September 
29th. The occasion was a most 
impressive one. The order of 
service at the dedication of the 
large group of stately buildings 
is being printed in full and Writ 
be of interest to all who have 
followed the rapid growth of this 
important institution in recent 
years. 


Call to Daily Prayer for the Five 
Year Movement 


The North China Conference of 
the Methodist. Episcopal Church 
agreed to call upon Christians in 
the Conference every day to 
remember at the noon hour the 
Five Year Movement and to pray 
for its success. Through the 
National Christian Council they 
invite other Christians to do the 
same with a view to uniting 
Christians in daily corporate 
prayer for God’s blessing upon 
this endeavor. 


STAFF ITEMS 


The friends of Rev. K. T. Chung 
will learn with deep regret of the 
death, on November 2nd, of his 
beloved wife, who died after a 
long illness following upon an 
operation for goitre. 


Mr. Chung’s many friends will 
wish to remember him and the 
other members of his family, 
including his five children, in their 
prayers. 


The Council regrets to report 
that no successor ti Dr. H. T. 
Hodgkin has as yet been secured. 
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‘The Executive Committee has 


been given Full power to extend 
the call as soon as some one with 
the necessary qualifications for 
service as foreign secretary on the 
Council has been found and satis- 
factory arrangements for his 
release have been made. 


Rev. Djang Fang who had fully 
intended to remain with the 
Council during a further period 
on leave of absence from the 
Nanking Theological Seminary, 
accepted, at the close of the sum- 
mer, a call to become principal of 
the Middle School connected with 
the University of Nanking. A 
critical situation in that institution 
and family reasons were respon- 
sible for this change of plans. 
This has left a vacancy on the 
Council’s staff not easily filled. 


As yet no full-time Secretary 
has been secured to take the place 
of Mr. Gideon Chen as Secretary 
of the Committee on Christianiz- 
ing Economic Relations. The 
Council is fortunate, however, in 
having secured the half-time ser- 
vice of Rev. H. C. Tung, Pastor 
of St. Peter’s Church, Shanghai. 
Mr. Tung has been with the 
Council since the beginning of the 
summer. It is regretted that such 
half-time arrangements will not 
leave him free for extensive 
travel. There is, however, much 
that can be done in Shanghai and 
neighborhood. Mr. Tung brings 
a deep interest on the part of the 
pastors and church members in 
the Christianizing of economic 
relations in China. 


During the summer months Dr. 
Cheng made a brief trip to 
America to attend the meeting of 
the Committee of the International 
Missionary Council at Williams- 
town. Dr. Cheng is now in North 
China visiting churches connected 
with the London Missionary 
Society and the United Church of 
Canada. 


A proposed trip to Szechwan 
has been postponed indefinitely 
owing to the decision in West 
China not to hold a conference in 
1930 as was planned. 


— 


If satisfactory arrangements 
can be made Dr. Cheng will hold 
two institutes in North China, one 
in Peiping and one in Tientsin, 
the latter part of November and 
in early December in the interest 
of the “Five Years’ Movement.“ 
He hopes with the beginning of 
the New Year to conduct a series 
of such institutes in the larger 
cities in South and Southeast 
China and later in Central China. 
It is expected that Dr. Cheng will 
be accompanied by a group of 
other workers in these meetings. 


Rev. K. T. Chung will be under- 
taking a similar type of work in 
all probability in East China. He 
has been holding frequent meet- 
ings with Shanghai pastors and 
co-operating with them in a study 
of how the Christian churches in 
this great city can meet their . 


opportunities in a more adequate 
way. 


Miss T. C. Kuan spent two 
months during the summer in 
North China, mostly in Shansi 
where her father is a Pastor of 
one of the churches of the Kung 
Li Hui. She has left Shanghai 
on a trip to Fukien and Kwang- 
tung which will occupy the months 
of November and December. 


Rev. K. T. Chung has been 
forced by the ill health of his wife 
during recent months to confine 
his work to East China. His full 
time is being devoted to the 
F. Y. M. in connection with which 
he is acting as Secretary of the 
Committee on Retreats and 
Evangelism. He and Mr. Cio will 
be responsible largely for com- 
municating with the churches and 
other Chinese Christian organiza- 
tions in regard to plans and meet- 
ings of various kinds connected 
with the F. Y. M. 


The Council has as yet found no 
Secretary for the Committee on 
Religious Education or for the 
Committee on Christian Litera- 
ture. Mr. Lobenstine is the 
member of the Staff assigned to 
the work of these two committees. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Since April Ist the N. C. C. has 


issued the following publications: 


In Chinese 


Nos. 95-101 of the China- for- 
Christ Bulletin. 


TN XK ART N 
Christian Industry“ No. 12. 


RE & 
World Mission of Christianity. 
Revised translation. 


Report of East China Regional 
Conference. 


Revised Constitution of N. C. C. 
as adopted at Hangchow. 


Evangelistic Poster. 


R 
Industrial Handbook for Social 
Workers in China. 


The Summons to a Larger Evan- 
gelism. Address by Dr. John 
R. Mott. 


& 
Report of Seventh Annual Meet- 
ing of N. C. C. at Hangchow 

May 18-25, 1929. 


ERAS 


Topics for Universal Week of 
Prayer 1930 (World’s Evan- 
gelical Alliance). 


Findings of East China Regional 
Conference on the Five Year 
Movement. 


In English 


Bulletin of National 
Council, Nos. 32, 33. 
Report of East China Regional 
Conference. 
Revised Constitution of N. C. C. 
as adopted at Hangchow. 
Report of Seventh Annual Meet- 


ing of N. C. C. at Hangchow, 
May 18-25, 1929. 


Christian 


In Preparation 


The China Christian Year Book 
1929 edited by Dr. Frank Rawlin- 
son and an Editorial Committee 
for the National Christian Council, 
will be published by the Christian 
Literature Society early in Jan- 
uary. Advance orders are being 
received at $2.00 (Shanghai Cur- 
rency) per copy. It contains 
articles on “Political Progress in 
1928” by Hon. C. T. Wang, Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs, “Conflict 
of Cultures” by Dr. Hu Shih, “The 
State of the Church,” by Dr. C. Y. 
Cheng, “Education and Religion” 
by Dr. D. W. Lyon, and many 
others of significance. It will be 
indispensable to those wishing a 
general view of Christianity’s 
impact on China during the past 
year. Orders should be addressed 
to the C. L. S., 143 No. Szechuen 
Road, Shanghai. 


The China Church Year Book 
for 1929-80 edited by Mr. L. D. 
Cio, for the National Christian 
Council (in Chinese) for publica- 
tion in the fall of 1930. An 
attempt is being to make this issue 
more informational, representative 
and useful to Chinese Christian 
leaders in all parts. Suggestions 
are invited from all interested. 


Directory of Protestant Missions 
in China 1930 edited by Rev. 
Charles L. Boynton, and published 
by the Kwang Hsueh Publishing 
House, 44 Peking Road, Shanghai. 
The new issue will contain a 
directory of societies, an alphabet- 
ical list of missionaries and a 
geographical list of missionaries, 
together with some statistics of 
missionary work in China, in a 
more useful form than hitherto 
available. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS 
Let Us Pray 
For Christ’s Kingdom on Earth 


Behold, O our God, our strivings 
after a truer and more abiding 
order. Give us visions which 
bring back a lost glory to the 
earth, and dreams which fore- 
shadow that better order that 
Thou hast prepared for us. 


Scatter every excuse of fraility 
and unworthiness. Consecrate ys 
all with a heavenly mission. Open 
to us a clearer prospect of our 
work. Give us strength according 
to our day gladly to welcome and 
gratefully to fulfil it. 


Give us, O God, the patience 
which is content to wait for truth, 
and the wisdom which welcomes 
truths half-reconciled; the mental 
force which seizes the whole scope 
of the divine order; the moral 
enthusiasm which reconciles seem- 
ing contradictions. 


Discipline us so as to keep only 
the courage out of our confidence, 
and only the spirit of self-sacrifice 
out of our impetuous devotion. 
Guide us through patient thought 
and larger experience and fuller 
sympathy to sustaining truth. 


For Zeal to do God's Will 


O give us a clearer vision and 
more steadfast will. Save us 
from false judgment of others 
through rash conceit and an 
unloving pride; save us from the 
indolence which shrinks from 
labor, and the carelessness which 
takes no head of great issues; 
save us from the fear which will 
not grapple with problems that 
may be too hard for us; save us 
from the languor and weariness 
that too often numb our best 
efforts, and the spirit of complaint 
that the reward is not ours. O 
give us of the lowliness and the 
love of Christ; teach us humility; 
awaken us from sloth; may we 
have more of the Spirit of true 
sacrifice, that time and strength, 
thought and hope, may be given 
freely, ungrudgingly, with a con- 
stant joy, for the truth’s sake and 
our brethren’s sake in Thee. 


For Perseverance 


O God, who fulfillest Thy pur- 
pose in unexpected and unimagin- 
ed ways, speak to us in our hearts 
when we are baffled, wearied, and 
discouraged, when our minds are 
darkened by clouds of human 
misery and crime, and our eyes 


dimmed by straining for the 
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dawn; remind us that Thou hast 
summed up all things in Christ 
born, crucified, risen, ascended; 
that in Him there lies the fresh 
spring of wisdom and under- 
standing; that in Him nothing is 
ineffective, nothing dies but that 
it may rise to a more fertile life; 
that in Him our least labor be- 
comes a part of a Divine ministry. 
Keep us steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in Thy work, 
knowing that in Thee no labor can 
be in vain, and looking beyond the 
wild confusion of the hour to Thy 
Will of peace and righteousness 
which cannot at last want accom- 
plishment. 


For the Expansion of Christianity 


Almighty God, Lord of the 
nations, who didst send the Only 
Begotten of the Father to become 
the Son of Man, that through His 
Cross and Passion the peoples 
might be redeemed to Thy Glory; 
send forth Thy Church, we 


beseech Thee, in the spirit of the 
Incarnation, to proclaim the mes- 
sage of the Cross. Enable us, in 
humility and lowliness, in poverty 
of spirit and simplicity of life, in 
love and hope and patience, to 
follow in the steps of our Master, 
taking forth the precious from the 
vile, loving even as He loved. 
Remove from us undue pride of 
Church or Nation, all dominance 
and desire to rule, all faulty 
ideals, all imposition on others of 
merely Western forms. So purify 
us by Thy love shed abroad in our 
hearts, and by Thy truth still 
proceeding from Thee, that we 
may help to reveal the Savior of 
mankind to all the peoples of the 
earth as He hath revealed Thee 
to the world. For their sake 
enable us to sanctify ourselves, 
that through our decrease in pre- 
eminence they may increase in 
knowledge of Thee. Hear and 
answer.us as we present these 
petitions unto Thee in the name of 
Him who emptied Himself and for 


- 


our sakes became poor, 
Christ our Lord. 


Jesus 


For Spiritual Power and Insight 


O God, whose joyous love is as 
a boundless ocean, let the stream 
that makes glad the City of God 
flow into the turbid, sluggish 
waters of our lives; let its clear 
strong current course through our 
weak wills, that we may meet all 
difficulties with overflowing life 
and energy; through Him who is 
* even Jesus Christ our 

rd. 


Stir up, we beseech Thee, within 
us Thy Holy Spirit of promise, 
whereby we are sealed unto the 
day of redemption; that through 
Him who is the earnest of our 
inheritance, the things that are to 
come may be declared unto us, 
and that in the power of the same 
Spirit we may be shown the Holy 
City coming down from Thee out 
of heaven. 
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